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Don't  disappoint  your 
biggest  customers. 


Two  years  ago,  our  decision  to  advertise  in  January  was  met 
with  shocked  disbelief. 

It's  a  bad  month  for  slimming,  they  all  said.  Always  has  been. 

How  wrong  they  were.  Two  Januaries  running,  just  about 
everyone  ran  out  of  stock  before  they  ran  out  of  customers. 

This  year,  we're  going  on  TV  for  five  weeks  from  Boxing  Day. 
With  our  heaviest  after-Christmas  campaign  yet. 

So  be  warned. 
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Registration  dilemma 

All  pharmacists  agree  it  is  essential;  few  are  satisfied  with  it 
as  it  is;  there  is  a  wide  divergence  of  views  on  its  objectives, 
and  as  many  again  on  how  it  should  be  regulated.  The  "it" 
in  question  is  the  preregistration  year,  which  was  the  subject 
of  a  Yorkshire  regional  conference  at  Bradford  last  weekend 
(p824). 

The  conference  papers  and  audience  contributions  served 
only  to  show  how  difficult  policy-making  is  when  objectives 
are  undecided,  however.  Mr  Kerr,  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council,  floated  the  idea  of 
separate  registers  for  each  branch  of  the  profession.  Mr 
Hazlehurst,  a  general  practice  pharmacist,  saw  the  year  as 
an  extension  of  the  formal  education  process  (his  topic 
examples,  such  as  counter-prescribing,  suggested  greater 
patient  orientation  than  is  found  in  the  undergraduate 
course). 

Mr  Clarke,  regional  pharmaceutical  officer,  argued  in 
favour  of  a  period  of  supervision  for  the  newly-registered 
pharmacist  in  general  practice  at  hospital  and  a  split  in  the 
preregistration  year  to  allow  the  student  to  "sample''  the 
various  branches.  Mr  Benrimoj,  immediate  past-president  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Students  Association,  sought  a 
"common  care"  of  preregistration  training  for  all  branches. 

In  fact  there  is  nothing  mutually  exclusive  in  any  of  these 
proposals,  and  behind  them  all  lies  a  desire  to  ensure  that 
practising  pharmacists  have  the  skills,  the  training  and  the 
professional  conscience  required  for  them  to  discharge  their 
duty  to  the  public.  And  if  that  goal  is  to  be  achieved  in  the 
space  of  a  single  year,  we  believe  that  a  first  essential  is 
that  the  student  must  be  employed  as  a  supernumerary— the 
£1,000  grant  in  general  practice  is  totally  inadequate  for  this 
purpose,  particularly  in  independent  pharmacy  which  has  so 
much  to  offer  as  a  source  of  training. 

Supernumerary  status  would  allow  attendance  at 
properly-organised  courses  covering  both  the  "common 
care"  topics  and  the  specifics  required  by  each  branch.  At 
present  this  is  happening  in  hospital  pharmacy,  creating  the 
dangerous  precedent  that  the  NHS  rather  than  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  responsible  for  professional 
training:  Surely  there  is  no  better  argument  for  retention 
of  Society  regions  than  the  provision  of  courses  designed  for 
a  registration  rather  than  a  career  in  the  service  of  the  NHS! 
The  performance  of  students  on  these  courses  would  allow 
assessment  of  their  in-practice  training,  so  that  corrective 
advice  could  be  offered  to  the  pharmacist-in-charge. 

In  this  way  the  student  could  enter  the  Register  with  a 
broad  knowledge,  and  experience  of  putting  that  knowledge 
to  practical  use  in  a  variety  of  areas — and  hopefully,  an 
understanding  that  there  is  still  much  to  learn.  But  do  we 
need  a  split  register,  with  training  suited  only  to  one  branch? 
Perhaps  a  less  divisive  approach  would  be  to  follow  the 
medical  profession's  current  line  of  thinking  and  require  a 
year,  say,  of  supervised  practice  in  the  chosen  branch 
before  an  unsupervised  post  could  be  taken  up.  Such 
"qualification"  might  lapse  after  a  period  of  years  away  from 
the  particular  branch. 

None  of  the  Bradford  speakers'  proposals  were  new;  nor 
are  our  own  above.  But  clearly  there  must  come  a  time  for 
decisions  rather  than  conferences,  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
profession's  future,  that  should  be  sooner  rather  than  later. 
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'Marvellous'  support  for 
early-day  motion 


By  the  time  C&D  went  to  press  on  Wed- 
nesday, 63  Members  of  Parliament  had 
signed  the  "early  day"  motion  calling  for 
more  funds  for  community  pharmacy 
(C&D  last  week,  p765).  Among  the  new 
signatories  was  Mr  Jeremy  Thorpe.  Mrs 
Margaret  Thatcher  and  Sir  Keith  Joseph, 
members  of  the  Shadow  Cabinet,  have 
expressed  great  interest  in  the  motion  as 
has  Mrs  Shirley  Williams,  Secretary  for 
Education  and  Paymaster  General.  A 
large  number  of  Cabinet  and  Shadow 
Ministers,  who  are  unable  to  sign  "early 
day"  motions,  have  written  to  Mr  David 
Ennals,  Secretary  for  Social  Services, 
drawing  his  attention  to  the  problem.  Miss 
Maureen  Tomison,  head  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  publicity,  described 
the  response  as  "marvellous  for  one 
week".  Other  recent  publicity  has 
included  radio  programmes  with  Mr  D. 
Sharpe,  Mr  A.  G.  M.  Madge  and  Mr  W.  H. 
Howarth,  members  of  Council. 

A  net  gain  in  October 
of  two  pharmacies 

For  the  first  time  for  at  least  three  years 
there  was  a  net  gain  of  two  pharmacies  on 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  Register  of 
Premises.  In  England  ten  opened  up 
(three  in  London)  and  fifteen  closed 
down  (two  in  London).  In  Scotland  five 
opened  up  and  one  closed  down  and  in 
Wales  two  opened  up. 

CSM  warns  again  on 
pregnancy-test  drugs 

A  further  warning,  confirming  the  associ- 
ation between  hormonal  pregnancy  tests 
and  congenital  abnormalities  (C&D, 
October  8,  p536),  has  been  sent  to  all 
doctors,  hospital  principal  pharmacists 
and  retail  pharmacists  by  the  Committee 
on  Safety  of  Medicines.  The  CSM  reit- 
erates its  earlier  opinion,  given  in  June 
1975,  that  such  preparations  should  not 
be  used  as  pregnancy  tests,  but  notes  that 
most  preparations  of  this  type  have  been 
taken  off  the  market.  Those  that  remain 
are  for  other  indications  and  it  is  stated  on 
their  data  sheets  that  pregnancy  is  a  con- 
traindication. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  last  week  Mr 
Jack  Ashley  tabled  a  series  of  questions 
relating  to  the  use  of  hormonal  pregnancy 
tests  and  compensation  for  families  with 
children  damaged  by  them.  Mr  Moyle, 
Minister  for  Health,  in  a  written  reply, 
told  of  the  steps  taken  since  1967  when 
the  suggestion  of  the  dangers  of  these  tests 


was  first  made.  He  said  his  Department 
had  had  no  discussions  with  man- 
ufacturers on  compensation  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  a  matter  between  the  indi- 
vidual patient  and  the  manufacturer  or 
doctor. 

□  Mr  Moyle  also  said,  again  in  reply  to 
a  question  on  the  use  of  hormonal  preg- 
nancy tests,  that  the  Department  of 
Health  was  considering  the  possibility  of 
publishing  figures  of  the  annual  number  of 
prescriptions  for  individual  preparations 
used  in  the  NHS. 

Scottish  partnerships 
pose  probiems 

The  problems  of  pharmacists  and  their 
non-pharmacist  spouses  entering  into  bus- 
iness partnership  were  raised  at  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  Scottish  Executive 
meeting  last  month.  Such  partnerships 
were  increasing,  it  was  reported,  and 
although  there  might  be  tax  benefits, 
problems  arose  on  the  death  of  the  phar- 
macist partner.  Representatives  would 
not  have  the  legal  authority  to  carry  on  the 
business  that  they  might  have  had  if  the 
pharmacist  had  been  in  business  as  an 
individual.  That  would  mean  a  widow 
would  have  no  period  of  grace  in  which  to 
take  another  pharmacist  into  the  business 


A  pharmacist  has  been  cautioned  by  the 
Camden  and  Islington  Family  Practitioner 
Committee  (Pharmaceutical  Service 
Committee)  for  dispensing  a  mixture 
infested  with  cockroaches.  As  there  had 
been  no  previous  failure  to  comply  with 
the  Terms  of  Service  under  the  NHS  Reg- 
ulations 1974  the  committee  decided 
withholding  of  remuneration  was  not  war- 
ranted. The  Secretary  for  Social  Services 
agreed  with  the  decision. 

Noticed  at  third  dose 

The  complainant,  mother  of  the  boy  for 
whom  the  prescription  was  dispensed,  did 
not  notice  the  cockroaches  until  she 
poured  out  the  third  dose  of  the  CAM 
mixture,  when  parts  of  a  cockroach  fell 
into  the  spoon.  She  then  noticed  several 
cockroaches  in  the  bottle.  The  mixture 
was  in  an  amber  bottle  and  her  kitchen 
was  poorly  lit. 

A  director  of  the  chemists  said,  in  reply 
to  the  complaint,  that  he  could  not  under- 
stand how  the  cockroaches  could  have  got 
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as  a  partner  or  superintendent.  The  prob- 
lem was  peculiar  to  Scotland  since 
partnerships  including  non-pharmacists 
could  not  lawfully  conduct  a  retail  phar- 
macy business  in  England  and  Wales.  The 
Executive  agreed  that  many  pharmacists 
were  unaware  of  the  implication  of  the 
Medicines  Act  for  Scottish  partnerships 
and  to  draw  it  to  the  attention  of  future 
applicants  for  registration  of  pharmacies 
by  partnerships. 

Newspaper  warning  on 
topical  steroids 

The  dangers  of  long-term  topical  cor- 
ticosteroid application  to  the  face  were 
highlighted  by  Oliver  Gillie  in  The  Sunday 
Times  last  week.  He  told  the  story  of  one 
girl  who  had  been  given  a  steroid  pre- 
paration for  dry  skin  by  someone  she 
worked  with  14  years  ago.  She  obtained  a 
second  tube  by  phoning  her  doctor  for  a 
prescription  and  continued  to  use  the  cor- 
ticosteroid for  the  next  eight  years. 
Dependence  on  the  preparation 
developed  and  her  skin  was  often 
inflamed  and  painful. 

The  article  claimed  that  only  two  of  the 
11  manufacturers  who  market  topical 
steroids  issue  any  warning  to  the  public  of 
the  possible  side-effects. 

Glaxo  told  C&D  that  they  supplied  leaf- 
lets to  doctors  for  the  guidance  of  patients 
with  psoriasis  who  were  using  Dermovate. 
They  also  actively  advise  the  medical  pro- 
fession about  the  need  for  both  correct 
diagnosis  of  skin  disease  before  treatment 
and  constant  reassessment. 

Clothier  publication  date 

The  Clothier  Committee  on  rural  dis- 
pensing is  to  publish  its  report  on 
December  10. 


into  the  container  as  all  bottles  were 
washed,  capped  and  then  rinsed  again 
immediately  before  use.  It  was  unlikely 
that  the  insects  were  in  the  manufacturer's 
container  as  this  was  a  transparent  bottle 
and  any  infestation  could  have  been  eas- 
ily seen. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  insects  could 
have  got  into  the  mixture  whilst  in  the 
complainants'  home  but  she  denied  leav- 
ing the  cap  off  the  bottle.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  if  she  was  in  habit  of  leaving  tops 
off  bottles,  the  insects  would  have  been 
attracted  to  the  sweet  syrupy  Ceporex 
(dispensed  at  the  same  time,  but  not 
infested)  rather  than  repellent  smelling 
CAM  mixture. 

The  committee  decided  that  the  cock- 
roaches must  have  entered  the  bottles  when 
stored  at  the  pharmacy  with  the  cap  either 
removed  or  not  properly  secured.  The 
director  of  chemists  admitted  that  bottles 
were  sometimes  stored  on  the  floor,  but  he 
could  not  understand  how  so  many  insects 
could  have  entered  the  bottle. 


Cockroaches  found  in  dispensed  medicine 
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Pharmacist's 
widow  gets 
damages 


Mrs  Bina  Mahendra  Patel,  widowed  when 
a  tree  fell  onto  her  pharmacist  husband's 
car,  was  awarded  £49,000  agreed  damages 
in  the  High  Court,  last  week.  Her  counsel, 
Mr  Patrick  Bennett,  told  Mr  Justice 
O'Connor  that  because  of  her  cultural 
background,  Mrs  Patel,  Haydock  Green, 
Northolt,  Middlesex,  was  unlikely  to 
remarry.  Her  husband,  Mr  Mahendra 
Gordhanbhai  Patel  had  died  eight  days 
after  the  accident  on  the  Barnet  By-Pass, 
Herts,  in  January,  1974.  He  had  been  on 
his  way  to  Cardiff  to  buy  a  pharmacy. 

Having  come  to  England  from  Uganda 
Mr  Patel  became  manager  of  a  pharmacy 
in  East  Finchley  and  at  his  death  was  earn- 
ing £3,000  a  year.  Had  he  remained  in  his 
original  position  he  would  now  be  earning 
£5,000  to  £7,000  a  year,  said  Mr  Bennett. 
If  he  had  had  his  own  business  he  could 
have  been  earning  £10,000.  Mrs  Patel  has 
!to  support  two  children,  each  of  whom  will 
receive  £4,500  from  the  award.  By  con- 
sent, Mr  Justice  O'Connor  gave  judge- 
ment with  costs,  against  the  London 
Borough  of  Barnet,  who  had  admitted  lia- 
bility because  they  had  care  of  the  tree. 

lall  for  PSNC  to  be 
lased  on  NHS  regions 

pity  and  East  London  Local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  believes  that  a  new 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
dmmittee  structure  based  on  the  NHS 
regions  would  improve  communications 
with  local  committees. 

The  LPC  is  seeking  a  "more  demo- 
:ratic"  procedure  for  LPC  conferences 
following  the  "confusion"  of  the  October 
onference  (see  Letters,  p825). 

IUD  brochure  compulsory 

Women  in  the  United  States  must  now  be 
given  a  special  brochure  before  intra- 
Jterine  devices  are  inserted  by  their  doc- 
ors.  The  brochure  describes  the  device, 
explains  how  effective  it  is  and  tells  the 
women  what  to  discuss  with  her  doctor 
sefore  insertion  of  the  IUD,  how  to  check 
f  it  is  still  in  place  and  what  side  effects 
nay  occur. 

The  brochures  form  part  of  the  con- 
inuing  effort  by  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  to  ensure  that  full  infor- 
nation  is  available  to  users  of  some  drugs 
ind  medical  devices.  They  have  already 
mplemented  a  scheme  for  more  infor- 
nation  on  oestrogen-containing  products. 


Mr  Hugh  Palmer 
(left),  director  of  Irish 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
presenting  the  I  PL 
prize  to  Miss  Mary  P. 
Reynolds,  Corbally, 
Limerick,  who  was 
adjudged  the  best 
candidate  for  1 977  in 
the  pharmaceutical 
assistants' 
examination.  Mr  M. 
F.  Walsh,  president 
of  the 

Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  is 
on  the  right 


Concern  at  number  of 
loss-making  companies 

The  increasing  number  of  loss  making 
companies  in  the  cosmetics  and  toiletries 
business  is  seen  as  disquieting  in  a  business 
ratio  report  on  cosmetics  and  toiletries 
manufacturers  which  has  recently  been 
published  (£39)  by  Inter  Company  Com- 
parisons Ltd,  81  City  Road,  London 
EC1Y  1BD.  The  report  analyses  and 
compares  the  performance  of  60  com- 
panies in  the  industry  over  a  three  period 
ending  October  1976.  Of  the  51  com- 
panies showing  three  years  results,  five 
made  losses  in  1 973/4,  six  a  year  later  and 
13  in  1975/76.  ICC  feel  that  as  the  com- 
panies concerned  are  relatively  research 
intensive  it  is  likely  that  research  budgets 
will  be  heavily  pruned. 

The  value  of  the  companies'  sales  shows 
an  increase  of  37  per  cent  during  that 
period  but  growth  in  the  second  half  was 
much  slower  than  in  the  first  half.  The 
sales  growth  rates  of  different  companies 
differ  widely;  about  twelve  show  more 
than  25  per  cent  growth  but  sales  of 
another  twelve  grew  less  than  5  per  cent. 
While  the  pattern  of  sales  growth  closely 
matches  that  shown  by  official  statistics  of 
the  value  of  output,  the  volume  of  that 
output  is  described  as  having  "slithered 
along".  The  trend  in  the  value  of  sales 
coincides  with  the  movement  of  whole- 
sale prices. 

Another  interesting  fact  brought  out  by 
the  report  was  that  of  the  ten  most  pro- 
fitable companies,  most  were  foreign 
owned,  and  for  the  greater  part,  American 
owned. 

Liquid  paraffin  good 
for  skin  care' 

Liquid  paraffin  and  alcohol  have  been 
advocated  as  skin  care  products  by  a  der- 
matologist in  last  week's  colour  sup- 
plement of  The  Sunday  Times.  He  says 
women  should  throw  away  their  skin  care 
and  treatment  products  (but  they  could 
keep  their  make-up).  For  facial  cleansing 
he  recommends  castile  soap  (hard  soap 
BPC  1963)  made  from  olive  oil.  For  a  dry 
skin  he  recommends  a  pre-cleansing  wipe 
over  with  liquid  paraffin  and  for  oily  skins 


a  post-cleansing  wipe  with  an  alcohol- 
water  mixture.  He  also  says  that  liquid 
paraffin  is  an  efficient  moisturiser  which 
acts  by  hindering  evaporation  from  the 
skin.  A  thin  film  of  liquid  paraffin  should 
be  applied,  the  author  says,  at  night  and 
again  in  the  morning. 

Peace  offering  for  a 
substandard  Register 

The  Pharmaceutical  Press  is  allowing  £5 
per  copy  off  the  price  of  the  1977  Register 
to  purchasers  of  the  1976  Register. 

A  spokesman  told  C&D  the  rebate  is  a 
"peace  offering"  following  "quite  a  lot  of 
complaints"  that  the  1976  Register  was 
difficult  to  read.  It  was  produced  in  fac- 
simile of  computer  printout  while  a 
computer-typesetting  programme  was 
being  developed.  The  1977  edition,  due  to 
be  published  soon  at  £20,  will  be  a  typeset 
book  with  a  flexible  cloth  binding  and 
should  be  as  legible  as  the  pre- 1976  ver- 
sions. To  claim  the  rebate,  purchasers  of 
the  new  Register  are  being  asked  to  return 
the  title  page  of  the  1976  edition. 

First  SavaCentre  opened 

SavaCentre,  the  joint  company  set  up  by 
British  Home  Stores  and  J.  Sainsbury, 
opened  their  first  hypermarket  at 
Washington,  Co  Durham,  last  week. 
SavaCentre  Washington  is  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  country  and  will  trade  as  an 
independent  organisation,  backed  by  the 
resources  of  the  parent  companies. 

The  toiletries  and  cosmetics  depart- 
ment is  to  carry  the  supermarket- 
exclusive  Cover  Girl  range  only,  and  the 
concession  for  photographic  products  has 
been  awarded  to  Dixons  Photographic 
Ltd.  The  second  SavaCentre  is  being  built 
at  Hempstead,  near  Chatham. 

Occupational  health 

An  introductory  leaflet  to  the  Employ- 
ment Medical  Advisory  Service  is  avail- 
able from  the  Health  and  Safety  Execu- 
tive, Baynards  House,  1  Chepstow  Place, 
London  W2  4TF,  describing  EMAS  as  a 
source  of  advice  about  occupational 
health  to  employers,  employees,  trade 
unions,  inspectorates,  etc. 
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Difficulties  over  awards 
to  inventors  predicted 


some  unfair  dismissal  awards  would  go  up 
from  £80  to  £f00.  The  compensatory 
award  for  unfair  dismissal  is  not  covered 
by  the  proposal.  The  draft  Order  was  laid 
before  Parliament  last  week  by  Mr  Albert 
Booth,  Secretary  for  Employment. 


Research  pharmacists  who  make  dis- 
coveries of  outstanding  benefit  to  their 
employers  will  be  able  to  claim  rewards 
for  their  initiative  when  the  Patents  Act 
1977  comes  into  effect  on  June  1,  1978. 

But  Mr  L.  Cotterell,  adviser  to  the  Insti- 
tute of  Patentees  and  Inventors  council, 
has  predicted  that  there  could  be  dif- 
ficulties in  deciding  exactly  who  is  entitled 
to  what.  He  told  the  Pharmaceutical  Soc- 
iety's Industrial  Pharmacists  Group  meet- 
ing last  week  that  the  new  Act  provides  for 
compensation  for  an  employee  who  has 
made  an  invention  of  "outstanding 
benefit"  to  the  employer  and  for  which  a 
patent  has  been  granted,  even  though  the 
invention  itself  belongs  to  the  employer. 
But  the  words  "outstanding  benefit"  were 
difficult  to  define,  Mr  Cotterell  felt.  For 
example,  the  employer  might  decide  not 
to  exploit  the  invention  if  he  was  unable  to 
raise  sufficient  capital  or  if  it  competed 
with  one  of  his  existing  products,  or  the 
sales  might  not  be  as  good  as  expected. 

The  award  also  depended  on  the  inven- 
tion being  patented,  which  could  mean  no 
extra  money  for  the  inventor  if  the 
employer  decided  to  keep  the  invention  a 
trade  secret.  The  Act  was  also  unclear 
about  what  constituted  a  "fair  share"  for 
the  inventor.  The  size  of  the  award  would 
be  based  on  the  size  and  nature  of  the 
employer's  undertaking  and  his  con- 
tribution in  providing  advice,  facilities  and 
marketing  skills — "Does  this  mean 
employees  working  for  a  large  firm  will  get 
more  than  those  in  a  small  one?"  Mr  Cot- 
terell wondered. 

The  success  of  the  scheme  depended 
largely  on  how  the  courts  dealt  with  each 
individual  claim,  but  despite  its  shortcom- 
ings, the  new  system  was  much  better  than 
having  no  scheme  at  all,  Mr  Cotterell 
said  in  conclusion. 

International  scene 

Referring  to  the  international  scene,  Mr 
M.  P.  Jackson,  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd, 
warned  that  in  some  countries,  par- 
ticularly the  so-called  developing  ones, 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  was  still  not 
getting  the  good  patent  cover  it  needed  as 
insurance  for  research  and  development 
costs.  Brazil  and  Turkey  gave  no  cover  on 
pharmaceutical  inventions;  Argentina, 
India  and  Mexico  gave  only  limited  cover; 
Portugal  and  Spain  gave  only  limited  pro- 
cess cover  and  Canada  had  severe  com- 
pulsory licencing.  However,  a  major  step 
was  that  Italy  might  possibly  ratify  the 
European  Patent  Convention  before  the 


operative  date  of  June  1,  1978,  after 
which  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain  patent 
cover  in  Italy  on  pharmaceutical  inven- 
tions. 

Guaranteed  pay  may  go  up 

From  February  1,  1978,  the  limit  on  the 
guaranteed  payment  made  to  workers  on 
short-time  or  temporary  lay-off  would  be 
raised  from  £6  to  £6.60  a  day,  if  the  draft 
Employment  Protection  (variation  of 
limits)  Order  1977  (HM  Stationery 
Office,  £0.15)  is  implemented.  At  the 
same  time  the  limit  on  the  weekly  amount 
covered  by  the  insolvency  provisions  of 
the  Act  for  pay  arrears  or  similar  pay- 
ments would  be  increased  from  £80  to 
£  1 00.  Also  the  limit  on  a  week's  pay  used 
for  calculating  redundancy  payments  and 


Mrs  Margaret  Thatcher,  Opposition  leader, 
last  week  presented  prizes  at  the  Dettol 
Nursing  Awards  1977,  sponsored  by  Reckitt 
&  Colman  pharmaceutical  division  in 
association  with  the  Royal  College  of 
Nursing.  The  Dettol  Sword  Trophy  went  to 
Miss  Betty  Earnshaw,  from  the  Royal 
Ordnance  Factory,  Cheshire. 


Guidance  on  fire  precautions  issued 


The  firemen's  strike  was  still  continuing  as 
C&D  went  to  press  and  the  Health  and 
Safety  Executive  has  issued  guidance  to 
employers.  Copies  are  available  from  the 
inquiry  point,  Health  and  Safety  Execu- 
tive, Baynards  House,  Chepstow  Place, 
London  W2  4TF,  or  any  area  office. 

Advice  on  fire  matters  may  be  sought 
from  the  area  chief  fire  officer.  Man- 
agement should  review  all  fire  pre- 
cautions, ensure  that  all  means  of  escape 
and  fire  alarm  systems  are  maintained  and 
that  every  person  on  the  premises  knows 
what  to  do  in  case  of  fire.  The  aim  should 
be  that  no  person  will  be  trapped  in  a 
building.  To  facilitate  roll  calls  the  records 
of  persons  present  in  the  building 
should  be  correct. 

Consideration  should  be  given  to  spe- 
cial precautions  together  with  any  special 
risks  inherent  in  the  plant  and  processes. 
For  example:  Regular  patrols  of  premises 
with  particular  checks  prior  to  closing 
down;  round  the  clock  surveillance  on  the 
fire  watching  principle;  ensuring  that  in 
the  event  of  fire  persons  with  knowledge 
of  any  special  risks  would  be  available  to 
meet  fire  crews  at  the  gate  and  guide  them 
to  the  scene  of  the  fire,  providing  infor- 
mation such  as  location  of  fire  hydrants, 
and  presence  of  dangerous  chemicals. 
Where  special  emergency  procedures 
have  been  worked  out  in  areas  of  major 
hazards  these  should  be  reviewed  to 
ensure  they  are  operable.  Plant  presenting 
special  risks  of  outbreak  and  spread  of  fire 
should  be  reviewed  and  possibly  dis- 
continued. If  a  process  is  closed  down, 
care  should  be  taken  to  ensure  that  a  new 


risk  is  not  introduced  by  storage  of 
increased  quantities  of  flammable  mat- 
erials, for  example. 

A  check  should  be  made  on  all  possible 
sources  of  ignition  to  ensure  they  present 
no  fire  risk,  for  example,  heating 
appliances,  electrical  apparatus.  No  smok- 
ing rules  should  be  strictly  observed. 
Arrangements  should  be  made  for  max- 
imum use  of  the  fire  fighting  facilities  on 
the  plant  but  care  should  be  taken  not  to 
increase  risk  to  life  when  dealing  with 
fire  situations. 

Other  precautions  to  reduce  the  risk  of 
fires  are  to:  isolate  gas  and  electricity  sup- 
plies where  possible  and  to  remove  plugs 
from  sockets  (or  switch  off  at  the  wall); 
ensure  no  combustible  materials  are  left 
near  heating  appliances;  keep  fire  doors 
closed  and  escape  routes  unobstructed. 

Co-operative  Societies  have  drawn  up 
emergency  plans  to  cope  with  fire  hazard 
dangers,  from  both  the  firemen's  strike 
and  IRA  bomb  threats,  according  to 
Co-operative  News.  The  North  Midland 
Society  is  to  consider  the  banning  of  all 
shopping  bags  and  customers'  trolleys  to 
minimise  the  possibility  of  incendiary 
devices  being  smuggled  inside  shops. 
Other  proposals  have  included  the  pur- 
chase of  a  mobile  fire-fighting  unit  and  the 
prohibiting  of  Christmas  decorations. 
Extra  staff  may  also  be  brought  in  at  night 
to  give  24-hour  security  cover. 

The  Norwest  Society  has  tightened  up 
on  present  safety  and  security  regulations 
and  other  Societies  are  ensuring  that  all 
staff  know  what  to  do  in  an  emergency  and 
that  equipment  is  serviceable. 
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Martin  Gravelle,  a  first  year  student  at  the 
Welsh  school  of  pharmacy,  has  been 
selected  to  tour  Australia  with  the  South 
Wales  Cricket  Association  during 
December  and  January.  Gareth  Roberts, 
also  studying  pharmacy  in  Cardiff,  cap- 
tained the  Welsh  schools  rugby  team 
which  toured  New  Zealand  in  1977. 
Dr  John  Vane,  FRS,  group  research  and 
development  director  of  the  Wellcome 
Foundation  Ltd,  shared  the  Albert  Lasker 
Basic  Medical  Research  Award  for  1977 
for  his  discovery  of  prostacyclin  and  the 
discovery  that  aspirin-like  drugs  inhibit 
the  formation  of  prostaglandins.  He 
shared  the  award  with  Dr  Sune  Bergstrom 
and  Dr  Bengt  Samuelsson,  both  of 
Karolinska  Institute,  Sweden. 

Deaths 

Fleischmann:  On  November  13,  suddenly 
at  his  home  in  Hampstead  Garden  Sub- 
urb, Mr  Kurt  Gunter  Fleischmann,  MPS, 
aged  47  years,  Mr  Fleischmann,  who  qual- 
ified in  South  Africa  and  joined  the  British 
Register  in  1958,  was  at  one  time 
assistant  editor  of  Pharmacy  Digest  and 
subsequently  formed  his  own  public  rela- 
tions consultancy.  Mr.  Fleischmann  was 
editorial  adviser  and  assistant  on  all  the 
publications  of  the  British  Epilepsy 
Association.  He  was  also  conference 
organiser  to  the  International  Bureau  of 
Epilepsy.  He  was  managing  director  of 
Dohler  UK,  subsidiary  of  a  German  com- 
pany producing  specialist  food  ingredients 
and  flavours.  Another  of  his  interests  was 
the  editorship  of  Midwife  and  Health  Vis- 
itor. He  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  three 
children. 

King:  Suddenly  on  November  11,  Dr 
Barry  King,  medical  adviser  for  the  export 
division  of  the  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd, 
during  a  medical  conference  in  Taipei, 
Taiwan.  He  joined  Wellcome  in  1974  and 
was  involved  in  a  project  group  set  up  to 
design  an  integrated  approach  to  the  con- 
trol of  insect-borne  diseases. 
Taylor:  Suddenly  on  November  18  Mr 
James  A.  S.  Taylor,  MPS,  22  Robsland 
Avenue,  Ayr  (late  of  Ogg  &  Co,  Ayr).  Mr 
Taylor  qualified  in  1922. 

News  in  brief 

□The  index  of  retail  prices  for  October 
was  186.5  (January  1974=100),  rep- 
resenting an  increase  of  0.4  per  cent  on 
September  (185.7)  and  14.1  per  cent  on 
October  1976  (163.5). 
□The  Business  Advertisements  (Dis- 
closure Order  1977  (SI  No  1918,  HM 
Stationery  Office,  £0.10),  requires  that 
from  January  1,  1978,  it  is  made  clear 
whether  an  advertisement  relates  to  a  sale 
by  a  trader  or  a  private  seller. 


Topical  reflections 


BY  XRAYSER 


Faint  praise 


Evidence  by  a  political  medical  organisation— in  this  case  the  Conservative 
Medical  Society — to  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  National  Health  Service  makes 
reference  to  what  it  describes  as  "instant"  prescribing  by  the  pharmacist,  in  terms 
which  can  scarcely  be  called  flattering.  Indeed,  the  recognition  of  any  service  the 
pharmacist  may  give  is  welcomed  by  the  society  because  it  can  "ease  the  load  on 
the  general  practitioner  by  providing  medicines  for  treatment  of  minor  illness.  The 
amount  of  work  done  by  pharmacists  in  this  field  varies  widely  over  the  country, 
but  there  is  some  value  in  this  instant  prescribing  as  the  GP's  surgery  does  not 
become  clogged  with  cases  of  coughs,  colds  and  rashes." 

One  cannot  but  draw  the  conclusion  that  the  principal  thing  is  that  the  doctor 
should  be  relieved  of  some  of  his  work  load.  But  the  statement  goes  on:  "There  is 
always  the  danger  of  the  pharmacist  not  recognising  a  symptom  of  serious  illness 
as  this  is  not  in  his  training,  but  his  knowledge  of  the  minor  illness  circulating  in  the 
area  and  his  constant  guard  against  prescribing  unless  absolutely  sure,  together 
with  a  warning  to  the  patient  to  see  his  doctor  if  the  symptoms  do  not  subside 
reasonably  quickly,  provide  adequate  safeguards  for  the  patient  in  nearly  every 
case." 

I  have  quoted  at  length,  for  the  view  expressed  calls  for  careful  consideration. 
How  can  the  pharmacist  "be  absolutely  sure"?  For  that  matter  how  can  the  doctor 
be  absolutely  sure?  He  has,  of  course,  the  advantage  of  a  training  in,  and 
experience  of,  diagnosis,  and  even  at  the  outset  knows  much  more  of  physical 
signs  than  the  pharmacist  can  hope  to  do.  But  it  is  not  particularly  reassuring  that 
the  steps  suggested  provide  adequate  safeguards  in  nearly  every  case.  It  may 
very  well  be  that  of  the  coughs,  colds  and  rashes  which  "clog"  the  surgeries,  some 
at  least  would  benefit  from  early  and  skilled  diagnosis. 

I  cannot  think  that  the  Royal  Commission  will  be  impressed  by  that  part  of  the 
evidence,  nor  do  I  feel  that  the  argument  is  complimentary  to  the  pharmacist.  The 
only  advantage  in  the  pharmacist's  intervention  is  that  self-medication  may  be 
lessened.  But  there  is,  undoubtedly,  as  the  report  states,  a  danger  of  the 
pharmacist  not  recognising  a  symptom  of  serious  illness,  and  that  should  act  as  a 
counsel  of  caution. 


The  elderly 


Much  has  been  said  at  conferences  in  recent  weeks  on  the  subject  of  the 
uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  older  people  as  to  the  taking  of  correct  doses  of 
medicine.  The  importance  of  legibility  on  labels  is,  as  it  always  has  been,  obvious 
and  I  do  not  think  it  should  be  impossible  to  write  clearly.  It  appears  that  possible 
confusion  arises  from  the  use  of  amber  bottles  in  which  medicines  are  less  easily 
recognised.  The  same  problem  affects  the  pharmacist  in  checking  prescriptions, 
particularly  where  coloured  preparations,  liquid  or  solid,  are  concerned.  That  was 
emphatically  pointed  out  when  the  decision  was  taken  to  change  to  amber  glass.  I 
know  the  arguments  about  the  effect  of  light  on  some  preparations  but  frequently 
medicines  are — as  they  should  be — kept  in  a  dark  cupboard  and  the  question  does 
not  arise. 

An  official  notice  states:  "It  should  be  particularly  noted  that  such  (geriatric) 
patients  who  have  previously  identified  their  medicines  in  transparent  containers 
will  not  be  able  to  do  so  when  amber  containers  are  used."  Could  not  the 
problems  have  been  foreseen?  Anything  which  facilitates  the  correct  taking  of 
medicines  is  worth  while.  The  pharmacist  can  accomplish  a  good  deal  by  clear 
writing  or  typing;  by  telling  the  customer  how  the  medicines  are  to  be  taken,  and 
by  reminding  him  that  the  instructions  are  also  on  the  labels. 

At  a  conference  held  recently  in  Scotland,  Sir  William  Ferguson  Anderson 
referred  to  the  need  for  "appropriate"  containers,  and  he  also  considered  that  the 
transparent  kind  could  be  advantageous.  The  number  of  preparations  badly 
affected  by  light  is  comparatively  small. 
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"  I  order  early  you  see,  before  January  31st,  to  take 
advantage  of  Polaroid's  Early  Bird  Offer. 

Simply  phoning  my  usual  distributor  gets  me  extra 
free  sunglasses  worth,  in  my  case  last  year,  around  ^475  retail. 

Coupled  with  the  free  pairs  Polaroid  gave  with 
their  packs  anyway  it  totalled  out  at  around  ^750  worth  of 
goods,  scot-free.  Naturally,  I'm  using  the  offer  again. 

Delivery's  early,  before  Easter. 

That's  good  because  I  start  selling  early. 


November  1977 
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p  £475  just  by 
'  the  phone!' 


MICHAEL  FRITH 

Managing  Director  of  FRITH  BROS  LTD 


By  Easter  my  shops  are  all  geared  up  to  selling 
sunglasses.  We  pick  up  the  late  winter  holiday  trade,  but 
mostly  it's  the  young  people  who  snap  them  up,  purely  as 
a  fashion  accessory. 

Before  the  peak  selling  time  last  year,  they'd  made 
quite  a  dent  in  our  stocks. 

Next  year  should  be  even  better.  Polaroid  aims  to 
outspend  every  other  sunglass  advertiser  on  TV,  which  is 
good  news  for  Frith 
Brothers.  We  find 
Polaroid's  the  only  major 
brand  we  need  stock. 

Yes,  I'm  happy  with 
Polaroid  and  the  Early 
Bird  Offer.  They  work  for 
me  so  I  stick  with  them." 

POLAROID 

SUNGLASSES 


SIS 


THE  POLAROID  EARLY  BIRD  OFFER 
VALID  UNTIL  31st  JANUARY  1978 

PREPACK 

BONUS 

EARLY  BIRD 
EXTRA  BONUS 

TOTAL VALUE* 
OF  OFFER 

160 

FLOOR  STAND 

10 

FREE  PAIRS 

8 

FREE  PAIRS 

£119-50 

120 

FLOOR  STAND 

6 

FREE  PAIRS 

£3900 

80 

COUNTER  STAND 

5 

FREE  PAIRS 

4 

FREE  PAIRS 

£5975 

60 

COUNTER  STAND 

3 

FREE  PAIRS 

£19-50 

40 

CLIP-ON  PACK 

3 

FREE  PAIRS 

2 

FREE  PAIRS 

£22-85 

20 

NEW  SPORT  PACK 

3 

FREE  PAIRS 

2 

FREE  PAIRS 

£3285 

*Suggested  retail  prices  and  Early  Bird  Offer  applicable  to  UK  only.  'Polaroid'  is  a  registered  trademark  of  the  Polaroid  Corporation, 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  USA.  Polaroid  (UK)  Limited,  Ashley  Road, St.  Albans,  Herts. Copyright  Polaroid  Corporation  1977. 
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Storage  of  Ceporin 

Ceporin  250mg,  500mg  and  lg  vials  will  in 
future  contain  the  hydrated  form  of 
cephaloridine,  say  Glaxo  Laboratories 
Ltd,  Greenford,  Middlesex.  Packs  con- 
taining hydrated  material  may  be  stored  at 
room  temperature  and  will  carry  the  word- 
ing "Refrigeration  unnecessary,  recon- 
stitute at  body  temperature"  in  red.  The 
hydrous  material  is  slightly  less  soluble 
than  the  anhydrous  and  the  temperature 
for  reconstitution  (35  to  40°C)  is  more 
critical.  The  changeover  for  the  lg  vials 
which  will  be  last  to  take  place  should  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  December.  How- 
ever stocks  of  the  anhydrous  form  should 
be  used  up  during  the  changeover  period. 

Chloromycetin  change 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co,  Usk  Road,  Pontypool, 
Gwent,  say  that  appearance  of  Chloromy- 
cetin succinate  injection  has  altered  owing 
to  a  modification  in  the  method  of  man- 
ufacture. The  formulation  is  unchanged. 
A  statement  to  this  effect  will  appear  on 
vials  for  the  first  few  months  of  man- 
ufacture. 

Phenolphthalein  to  be  removed 

Phenolphthalein  is  to  be  removed  from 
the  formulation  of  Parahypon  and  Hypon 
tablets,  say  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd, 
Temple  Hill,  Dartford,  Kent.  Supplies  of 
the  new  formulation  will  be  phased  in  as 
existing  stocks  are  exhausted.  Doctors  will 
be  informed  of  the  change. 

Dramamine  1  ml  injection 

Dramamine  injection  is  now  available  in 
25x1  ml  (£4.58  trade)  ampoules  con- 
taining dimenhydrinate  50  mg,  replacing 
the  5  ml  ampoules,  say  Searle 
Laboratories,  Whalton  Road,  Morpeth, 
Northumberland. 

■i 

Mode's  giant  daffodils 

Modo  Consumer  Products  Ltd,  Modo 
House,  Chichester  Street,  Chester  CHI 
4BP,  are  launching  a  280  sheet  roll  called 
the  Daffodil  giant.  It  will  be  available  in 
twin  packs  of  pink,  yellow  or  white  (carton 
of  18,  £4.53  trade). 

MD4  Christmas 

Miles  Laboratories  Ltd,  Stoke  Court, 
Stoke  Poges,  Slough,  are  introducing  a 
special  Christmas  pack  of  MD4.  The  trad- 
itional Christmas  message,  "Wishing  you 
health  and  prosperity"  has  been  added  to 
a  sleeve  which  fits  on  to  each  pack  (£5.95) 
and  takes  on  a  very  real  meaning  in  that 
context.  A  counter  display  card  is  also 


available  bearing  the  message,  "New  Year 
resolution!  Use  MD4  to  stop  smoking". 

The  company  is  also  offering  retail 
pharmacists  who  have  a  keen  interest  in 
motor  racing  the  chance  of  winning  an 
Inghams  holiday  for  two.  Customers  who 
purchase  MD4  up  to  December  23  from 
Miles  Laboratories,  or  from  their  sales 
people  are  eligible  to  enter  the  com- 
petition which  involves  calculating  the 
average  distance  the  MD4  sponsored 
Formula  1  Mach  car  travelled  on  one  gal- 
lon of  fuel  at  facing  speeds. 

San  Izal  reformulated 

San  Izal,  the  disinfectant  marketed  by 
Sterling  Homecare,  Winthrop  House, 
Surbiton-upon-Thames,  Surrey,  has  been 
reformulated  to  contain  high-boiling  tar 
acids  and  creosote  as  the  active  ingre- 
dients. The  product  is  no  longer  a  Part  II 
poison  and  is  packed  in  250ml  non-ribbed 
bottles  in  trays  of  12  (£2.93  trade). 

Izal  antiseptic  is  now  available  in  5  litre 
metal  cans  (£2.84  trade)  with  a  screw  cap. 
For  a  limited  period  the  250ml  pack  of  Izal 
antiseptic  (£2.86  a  dozen,  trade)  will  carry 
a  20p-off  voucher  against  the  next  trade 
purchase  of  Zal,  San  Izal  or  Zal  pine. 

Polaroid  camera  advertising 

Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Ashley  Road,  St. 
Albans,  Herts  AL1  5PR,  are  increasing 
their  Christmas  advertising  for  the  new 
Model  1000  camera.  The  television  cam- 
paign will  run  until  December  24  in  all 
areas  except  Eire.  The  Instant  10  camera 
will  also  be  advertised  throughout 
December,  so  that  from  the  beginning  of 
the  month  the  two  campaigns  will  be  run- 
ning concurrently. 

Elizabeth  Arden's  specials 

Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd,  76  Grosvenor 
Street,  London  W1A  2AE,  are  offering 
special  prices  on  certain  of  their  products 
in  the  new  year.  Skin  Deep  milky  cleanser, 
skin  tonic  and  Velva  moisture  film  will  be 
available  in  extra  large  sizes  with  a 
minimum  saving  of  30  per  cent  on  the 
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regular  large  size.  Also  available  from 
January  for  a  limited  period  are  six  special 
size  fragrance  products  showing  a  saving 
of  at  least  25  per  cent  on  regular  sizes. 
From  February  6  an  eye  colour  palette 
containing  ten  shades  and  two  dual 
applicators  (£5.75)  will  be  available 
together  with  a  leaflet  of  professional 
make-up  hints. 

Coty's  Christmas  plans 

Coty  Ltd,  941  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9DU,  are  cur- 
rently mounting  a  pre-Christmas  adver- 
tising campaign  on  both  radio  and  tele- 
vision. The  radio  campaign  is  to  support 
their  gift  purchase  scheme  which  means 
that  when  a  consumer  buys  a  gift  pack 
worth  £5  or  over,  they  will  receive  either  a 
scarf  or  mirror  compact  free.  In  addition 
advertisements  for  Smitty  will  appear  on 
television  in  all  areas  for  the  first  three 
weeks  in  December. 

Kodak  award  scheme 

From  March  1,  1978,  Kodak  Ltd,  PO  Box 
66,  Kodak  House,  Station  Road,  Hemel 
Hempstead,  Herts,  will  be  awarding  a  cer- 
tificate each  month  to  the  photofinisher 
who  consistently  offers  his  customers  the 
finest  quality  D  &  P  work.  The  award 
scheme  is  open  to  all  users  of  Kodak  pap- 
ers and  chemicals.  All  photofinishers  who 
regularly  and  continuously  return  full  sets 
of  control  strips  to  the  Kodak  finisher 
monitoring  service  are  automatically 
included  in  the  scheme.  The  monthly 
winner  will  receive  a  "Top  of  the  month" 
framed  certificate  and  £25.  The  annual 
award  "The  Kodak  award  for  photo- 
finishing  excellence  1978"  and  £250  will 
be  presented  to  the  photofinisher  with  the 
best  overall  results  during  March  1  to 
October  31,  1978.  Two  runners-up  will 
receive  £100. 

Apocaire  December  offers 

The  December  offers  from  Apocaire 
(Sangers  Ltd),  Shuttleworth  Road,  Gol- 
dington,  Bedford  MK41  0EQ,  include 
Alberto  Balsam,  Colgate,  Curity 
Snugglers,  Pears  foam  bath,  Radox  bath 
salts,  Steradent  powder  and  tablets,  Three 
Wishes  foam  bath  and  Vaseline  petroleum 
jelly.  Details  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Unichem's  Christmas  bargains 

Anticipating  the  last  minu  _  Christmas 
needs  both  of  shoppers  and  retailers, 
Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey,  are  offering  their  December  "bar- 
gain buys"  well  in  advance.  On  offer  bet- 
ween December  1-23  are  Alberto  Balsam 
shampoo,  Alka  Seltzer,  Andrex,  Arrid 
Extra  Dry,  Babettes  baby  pants  and  nap- 
pies, Dr  White's  panty  pads,  Elseve  Bal- 
sam conditioner,  Feminax,  Harmony 
hairspray,  Hedex,  Johnson's  baby  dry  lin- 
ers and  baby  oil,  Kotex  Brevia,  Libresse 
Pennywise,  Listerine,  Night  Nurse,  Pal- 
molive  shave  cream,  Philips  flash  bulbs, 
Polaroid  film,  Recital  colourants,  Revlon 
ZP11  medicated  shampoo,  Style,  Ultra- 
brite,  Vaseline  Intensive  Care  anti- 
dandruff  shampoo  and  Whistling  Pops. 
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Shopfitting  and 
equipment 


Wall  thermometer 

Diplex  Ltd,  PO  Box  172,  Watford,  Herts, 
have  introduced  a  thermometer  203  S 
(£0.97)  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act. 
It  measures  approximately  8x  l%in  with 
a  dual  scale.  The  relevant  16°C  is  prom- 
inently marked  for  easy  reference. 

Cash  register  servicing 

Norfrond  Ltd,  Mildmay  House,  Mildmay 
Road,  Bootle,  Merseyside,  have  intro- 
duced a  network  of  over  50  established 
cash  register  companies  to  sell  a  new  range 
of  machines,  and  service  them  regardless 
of  where  purchased.  Called  the  Norfrond 
Gold  range,  the  machines  are  said  to  be 
robust,  fast  operating  and  reliable,  having 
hermetically  sealed  keys  and  advanced 
electronic  circuitry. 

Security  container 

A  security  container  introduced  by  Vol- 
umatic  Ltd,  Taurus  House,  Kingfield 
Road,  Coventry,  is  available  in  two  sizes 
(£5  and  £5.50  trade  ex  VAT).  It  is  made 
from  non-toxic,  injection  moulded  white 
polypropylene  with  a  removable  lid  and 
hinging  device  which  can  be  locked.  It  can 
be  washed  and  sterilised  up  to  temp- 
eratures of  120°C  and  for  storage  the  unit 
can  be  nested  when  empty  and  stacked 
when  full. 

Freeze-dry  stoppers 

West  Pharmarubber  Ltd,  an  associate 
company  of  the  Johnsen  &  Jorgensen 
group,  Herringham  Road,  London  SE7 
8NN,  are  offering  their  freeze-dry  stop- 
pers in  a  choice  of  two-legged  and 
cruciform  styles.  A  20  mm  cruciform  style 
has  been  introduced  and  the  design  of  the 
13  mm  cruciform  stopper  has  been 
improved.  The  "two-legged"  stoppers 
come  in  9,  13,  14,  18  and  20  mm  flange 
diameters. 

Christmas  price  labels 

Dymo  Ltd,  Victoria  Road,  Feltham, 
Middlesex,  are  introducing  Meto  price 
labels  with  the  words  "Merry  Christmas" 
printed  in  red  with  holly  leaves  in  green, 
on  a  plain  white  background.  The  26  x 
12mm  labels  are  available  in  either 
removable  or  permanent  adhesives  for  use 
in  the  Meto  105  and  108  hand-held 
machines.  In  addition  to  quantity  dis- 
counts retailers  ordering  four  or  more  car- 
tons of  the  new  labels  up  to  December  25, 
will  receive  a  free  poster  writing  set  said  to 
be  worth  £6.90. 
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Chemical  labelling  service 

A  new  labelling  service,  claimed  to  be  the 
first  of  its  type  in  the  world,  has  been 
developed  by  Peace  Transfers  Ltd,  Llan- 
degai  Industrial  Estate,  Llandegai,  Ban- 
gor, North  Wales,  to  overcome  the 
hazards  presented  when  identification 
labels  fall  from  chemical  containers,  or 
become  obliterated  by  the  contents.  Per- 
manent labels  can  be  supplied  for  virtually 
all  chemicals  that  are  handled  and  stored 
in  either  metallic  or  moulded  plastic  con- 
tainers. Ideally,  the  company  needs  to  be 
supplied  with  a  complete  list  of  chemicals 
manufactured,  together  with  ingredients 
of  proprietary  or  branded  substances. 
Peace  would  then  prepare  individual  label 
specifications  to  suit  each  chemical  and, 
following  satisfactory  trials,  produce  the 
labels  to  the  quantities  required. 


Hospital  review  interviews  complete 


All  37  interviews  for  the  review  of  posts  of 
pharmaceutical  officers  and  grades  IV  and 
V  pharmacists  have  been  completed,  it 
was  reported  at  the  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists  Council  meeting  recently. 
The  staff  side  considered  they  had  been 
satisfactory  and  fully  substantiated  the 
views  expressed  in  the  Guild's  paper  on 
the  review.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  joint 
working  party  of  PharmaceuticalWhitley 
Council,  matters  arising  from  the  inter- 
views were  to  be  discussed  although  no 
details  have  been  made  available.  Council 
put  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  hard 
work  and  dedication  of  its  members, 
which  had  enabled  the  interviews  to  be 
completed  in  such  a  short  time. 

The  ASTMS  divisional  officer,  Miss  D. 
Haber,  reported  that  no  further  progress 
had  been  made  regarding  the  regional 
pharmaceutical  officer  position  in  Oxford. 
The  Guild  is  also  examining  the.  replace- 
ment of  the  area  pharmaceutical  officer  in 
Northamptonshire . 

Following  the  retirement  of  Mr  J.  H. 
Fogg,  who  had  been  area  pharmaceutical 
officer  to  the  Gwynedd  and  Clwyd  Area 
Health  Authorities,  both  authorities  had 
submitted  proposals  on  his  replacement  to 
the  Welsh  Office.  The  district  member 
reported  that  these  proposals  had  been 
referred  back  to  the  Area  Health 
Authorities  for  consultation  with  staff 
interests.  Council  agreed  that  proper  lines 
of  communication  should  be  established 
between  authorities  and  Guild  groups  and 
asked  district  members  to  ensure  names  of 
accredited  group  representatives  were 
submitted  to  all  Area  Health  Authorities 
via  the  local  divisional  officers.  It  was 
further  agreed  as  a  general  principle  that 
all  officer  posts  should  be  advertised 
nationally. 

The  vice-president,  Mr  C.  Hitchings, 
reported  a  meeting  at  which  rep- 
resentatives of  the   Guild,  the  Phar- 


maceutical Society  and  regional  phar- 
maceutical officers  discussed  with  the 
Department  of  Health  the  implications  of 
the  Quality  Control  Circular  HN(77)64. 
The  Department  was  preparing  a  state- 
ment clarifying  the  matter  which  would  be 
distributed  to  all  concerned.  Council 
restated  its  views  that  all  quality  con- 
trollers must  be  registered  pharmacists. 

Council  agreed  to  ask  the  Society  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  to  join  with  the  Guild  in  a  joint 
approach  to  the  Department  because-the 
membership  of  the  Supply  Board  Work- 
ing Group,  recently  announced,  did  not 
include  a  pharmacist. 


Students  eligible  for  ASTMS 

The  National  Executive  Committee  has 
agreed  that  preregistration  students 
are  eligible  for  Guild  and  ASTMS  mem- 
bership under  rule  4  (6)  relating  to 
trainees.  Members  eligible  in  this  way  are 
entitled  to  all  the  normal  benefits  of  the 
association  but  are  not  entitled  to  hold  any 
office.  The  contribution  for  such  members 
is  40p  per  month.  Guild  group  and  branch 
secretaries  have  been  asked  to  bring  this 
to  the  attention  of  all  students. 

Council  considered  provision  of  legal 
aid,  including  legal  representation,  by 
ASTMS.  It  was  important  for  all  members 
to  know  what  could  be  provided  and  the 
procedures  to  be  followed,  it  was  stressed. 
The  divisional  officer  is  to  prepare  a 
statement  which  would  then  be  circulated 
to  all  members. 

The  closing  date  for  applications  for  the 
new  Travenol  Award,  is  now  January  16, 
1978  and  the  paper  will  be  presented  in 
Autumn  1979.  Prospective  applicants  are 
asked  to  note  the  revised  date.  The  theme 
for  the  week-end  school  to  be  held  in 
Leicester,  1980,  will  be  "Aspects  of 
intravenous  therapy". 
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hat's  ever  happened  to  eyes 


Gobies  is  a  beautiful  new  range  of  sun- 
lasses,  stylish,  comfortable  and  of  high  quality. 

Every  model  has  been  specially  selected 
3y  Oliver  Goldsmith,  the  internationally 
■enowned  designer  of  fashion  frames  and 
eading  authority  on  the  sunglasses  market. 

Goggles  are  the  greatest  thing  to  happen 
o  eyes— and  their  combination  of  excellent 
enses  and  superb  frames  make  them  out- 
standing value. 

Goggles  is  a  highly  individual  and  memor- 
able brand  name— supremely  important  in 
a  vast  market  with  great  potential:  £46  million 
etail  and  trading  up! 

Three  out  of  every  four  existing  owners 
Duy  new  sunglasses  each  year;  and  next  year  a 
iot  of  them  will  be  choosing  Goggles! 


GOGGLES:  BIGGEST-EVER 
ADVERTISING  BUDGET. 

Nothing  but  the  best  promotional  support 
would  be  good  enough  for  sunglasses  like  ours— 
so  we're  spending  a  total  of  one  million  pounds 


This  colossal  campaign  will  include  130 
spots  on  television,  200  radio  spots  and 
no  fewer  than  50  full-colour  pages  in  the  top- 
circulation  magazines. 

GOGGLES:  MASSIVE 
MERCHANDISING  SUPPORT. 

Throughout  the  season  there  will  be  eye- 
catching point-of-sale  material  with  stunning 
display  stands  which 
show  Goggles  off  to 
perfection.  These 
stands,  which  make 
maximum  use  of  mini- 
mum space,  feature 
full-face  mirrors,  leaflet 
dispensers  and  a 
distinctive  headboard. 

Every  pair  of 
Goggles  is  colour- 
coded  to  indicate  the 
lens  type,  and  comes  in 
a  free  Goggles-branded 
carrying  case. 

Every  model  also  carries  a  replacement 
guarantee  service. 

GOGGLES:  LENSES 
AND  FRAMES. 

There  are  102  models  in  the  Goggles 
range:  with  five  lens  types,  53  framestyles 
(excluding  12  clip-on  versions)  and  in  seven 
price  categories. 

Goggles:  fashion,  quality,  style— right  on 
the  nose!  OOQOl^S 
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Amendments 

in  BP  1973 


The  following  amendments  to  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia   1 973   and  Addendum 
1977  have  been  published,  to  take  effect 
from  December  1,  1977. 
British  Pharmacopoeia  1973 

Ampicillin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p3 1 ,  right  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Determine  the  weight 
of  the  contents  or  each  ot  ten  containers  as  described  in  Test  A 
tor  declared  content  under  Injections  (see  below),  From  the 
result  of  the  Assay,  calculate  the  proportionate  amount  ol 
ampicillin,  in  each  container.  This  amount  does 

not  deviate  Irom  the  amount  stated  on  the  label  by  a  greater 
percentage  than  that  shown  in  Column  A  ot  the  Table  ot 
Percentage  Deviations,  except  that  in  one  container  the  amount 
may  deviate  by  not  more  than  twice  the  percentage  shown. 
Amylobarbitone  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p33,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  test  A 
for  declared  content  described  under  Injections  (see  below). 
Benzylpenicillin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p52,  right  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  test  B  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below). 
Capreomycin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p7S,  left  hand  column.  Assay 
Chadge  the  first  sentence  to  "Determine  the  weight  of  the 
contents  of  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below)." 
Carbenicillin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p82,  lett  hand  column.  Add  the 
f  ollowing  requirement:  Declared  content  Determine  the  weight 
of  the  contents  ol  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A 
lor  declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).  From  the 
result  ot  the  assay  calculate  the  proportionate  amount  of  car- 
benicillin CuHVN:0«.S,  in  each  container;  each  mg  of 
CwHir.N:Na:0<.S  is  equivalent  to  0.K95  mg  of  CpHikNiOaS.  This 
amount  does  not  deviate  from  the  amount  stated  on  the  label  by 
a  greater  percentage  than  that  shown  in  column  A  of  the  table 
of  percentage  deviations,  except  that  in  one  container  the 
amount  may  deviate  by  not  more  than  twice  the  percentage 
sfiown. 

Cephaloridine  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p90,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
lollowing  requirement:  Declared  content  Determine  the  weight 
of  the  contents  of  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A 
for  declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).  The  weight 
of  the  contents  of  each  container  does  not  deviate  from  the 
weight  stated  on  the  label  by  more  than  10  per  cent  except  that 
in  one  container  the  weight  may  deviate  by  not  more  than  15 
per  cent. 

Cephalothin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p91,  lett  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Determine  the  weight 
of  the  contents  of  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A 
tor  declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).  From  the 
result  of  the  assay,  calculate  the  proportionate  amount  of 
cephalothin,  Ci*H«N20*Sjt,  in  each  container.  This  amount  does 
not  deviate  from  the  amount  stated  on  the  label  by  more  than 
10  per  cent,  except  that  in  one  container  the  amount  may 
deviate  by  not  more  than  15  per  cent. 
Cloxacillin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  pi  1 8,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Determine  the  weight 
ot  the  contents  of  each  ot  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A 
for  declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).  From  the 
result  of  the  assay  for  dvH nCIN i/Va0*5,//.>Ocalculate  the  prop- 
ortionate amount  of  cloxacillin,  CivHwCINjOsS,  in  each  con- 
tainer; each  ml  ot  0.1N  sodium  hydroxide  is  equivalent  to 
0.04359  g  of  O-HiXlN'OS  This  amount  does  not  deviate  from 
the  amount  stated  on  the  label  by  a  greater  percentage  than  that 
shown  in  column  A  of  the  table  ot  percentage  deviations,  except 
that  in  one  container  the  amount  may  deviate  by  not  more  than 
twice  the  percentage  shown. 
Colistin  sulphomethate  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  pl24,  left  hand  column.  Assay 
Change  the  first  sentence  to  "Determine  the  weight  ot  the 
contents  of  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).'1 
Cyclophosphamide  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1 973,  pi 36,  lett  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Carry  out  test  A  for 
declared  content  described  under  injections  (see  below),  using 


20  containers.  When  the  weight  ot  anhydrous  cyc- 
lophosphamide stated  on  the  label  is  0.3  g  or  less,  the  per- 
centage deviation  is  not  more  than  ±  7.5  per  cent  except  that 
tor  two  containers  it  may  be  not  more  than  ±  15  percent.  When 
the  weight  is  more  than  0.3  g  the  percentage  deviation  is  not 
more  than  5  per  cent  except  that  for  two  containers  it  may  be 
not  more  than  10  per  cent. 
Desferrioxamine  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  pl44,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
lollowing  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  Test  A 
lor  declared  content  described  under  injections  (see  below). 
Lymecycline  and  procaine  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p272,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  The  contents  of  the 
sealed  container  of  the  mixture  of  lymecycline,  tartaric  acid  and 
magnesium  ascorbate  comply  with  test  B  for  declared  content 
under  injections  (see  below). 
Melphalan  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p285,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Determine  the  weight 
ol  the  contents  ot  each  ot  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A 
tor  declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).  From  the 
result  of  the  assay  calculate  the  amount  of  melphalan, 
CuHuChNiNjO:  in  each  container.  This  amount  does  not  deviate 
from  the  weight  of  anhydrous  melphalan  stated  on  the  label  by  a 
greater  percentage  than  that  shown  in  column  A  of  the  table  ot 
percentage  deviations,  except  that  in  one  container  the  weight 
may  deviate  by  not  more  than  twice  the  percentage  shown. 

Methicillin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p297,  right  hand  column.  Add 
the  following  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  test 
A  for  declared  content  under  injections  (see  below). 
Methohexitone  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p298,  left  hand  column.  Unifor- 
mity of  weight  Change  the  statement  to:  Unijormity  of  weight 
Comply  with  the  test  for  uniformity  of  weight  of  single -dose 
preparations  ot  the  European  Pharmacopoeia.  Add  the  fol- 
lowing requirement: 

Declared  content  Determine  the  weight  of  the  contents  of  each 
ol  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A  for  declared  content 
under  injections  (see  below).  Mfx  the  contents  of  the  ten  con- 
tainers, carry  out  the  assay  for  CuHnNrNaO,  and  from  the  result 
calculate  the  proportionate  amount  of  CuH^NiNaOi  in  each 
container.  This  amount  does  not  deviate  from  the  weight  of 
methohexitone  sodium  stated  on  the  label  by  a  greater  per- 
centage than  that  shown  in  column  A  of  the  table  of  percentage 
deviations,  except  that  in  one  container  the  amount  may  devi- 
ate by  not  more  than  twice  the  percentage  shown. 
Oxytetracycline  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p33X,  right  hand  column.  Assay 
Change  the  statement  to:  Assay  Determine  the  weight  of  the 
contents  of  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).  Mix  the  contents 
of  the  ten  containers  and  carry  out  the  biological  assay  of 
antibiotics,  British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  page  A102.  The  pre- 
cision of  the  assay  is  such  that  the  fiducial  limits  ot  error  are  not 
less  than  95  per  cent  and  not  more  than  105  per  cent  of  the 
estimated  potency.  Calculate  the  content  ot  oxytetracycline 
hydrochloride  in  each  container,  taking  each  910  units  found  to 
be  equivalent  to  lmg  of  oxytetracycline  hydrochloride.  For 
each  container,  the  upper  fiducial  limit  ot  error  is  not  less  than 
95.0  per  cent  and  the  lower  fiducial  limit  of  error  is  not  more 
than  1 15.0  per  cent  of  the  prescribed  or  stated  content. 
Pentamidine  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p347,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
lollowing  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  Test  A 
lor  Declared  Content  described  under  injections  (see  below). 
Fortified  procaine  penicillin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p387,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  test  B  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below). 
Sulphomyxin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p456,  left  hand  column.  Assay 
Change  the  first  sentence  to  "Determine  the  weight  of  the 
contents  ot  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  Test  A  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).'1 
Suxamethonium  bromide  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p458,  right  hand  column.  Add 
the  following  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  test 
A  for  declared  content  described  under  injections  (see  below). 
Tetracycline  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p469,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  test  A 
tor  declared  content  described  under  injections  (see  below). 
Thiopentone  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p473,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
following  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  test  A 
for  declared  content  described  under  injections  (see  below). 
Thiotepa  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p475,  left  hand  column.  Add  the 
lollowing  requirement:  Declared  content  Comply  with  test  B  for 
declared  content  described  under  injections  (see  below). 
Vancomycin  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p494,  right  hand  column.  Assay 
Change  the  first  sentence  to  "Determine  the  weight  of  the 
contents  ot  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below)." 
Viomycin  sulphate  injection 

British  Pharmacopoeia  1973,  p49K,  left  hand  column.  Assay 
Change  the  first  sentence  to  "Determine  the  weight  of  the 
contents  of  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below)." 


Addendum  1977 

Activated  attapulgite 

Addendum  1977,  p5,  left  hand  column.  Lead  Replace  the  test 
by  the  following:  Heavy  metals  Not  more  than  20  parts  per 
million,  determined  by  the  following  method.  To  5.0  g  add  40 
ml  of  a  50  per  cent  v/v  colution  ot  hydrochloric  acid  and  boil  for 
five  minutes.  Filter,  wash  the  residue  with  water  and  dilute  the 
combined  filtrate  and  washings  to  50  ml.  To  20  ml  of  the 
dilution  add  2  g  of  ammonium  chloride  and  2  g  of  ammonium 
thiocyanate  and  shake  with  two  quantities,  each  ot  40  ml,  of  a 
mixture  of  equal  volumes  of  solvent  ether  and  amy!  alcohol.  To 
the  aqueous  solution  add  2  g  of  citric  acid,  neutralise  wiihstrong 
ammonia  solution  and  add  sufficient  water  to  produce  25  ml.  12 
ml  of  the  resulting  solution  complies  with  the  limit  test  for  heavy 
metals.  Addendum  1977,  page  47.  Prepare  the  standard  using 
lead  standard  solution  (2  ppm  Pb). 
Chloramphenicol  sodium  succinate  injection 
Addendum  1977,  plO,  left  hand  column.  Add  the  following 
requirement:  Declared  content  Determine  the  weight  of  the 
contents  of  each  of  ten  containers  as  described  in  test  A  for 
declared  content  under  injections  (see  below).  From  the  result 
of  the  assay  calculate  the  proportionate  amount  ot  chloram- 
phenicol, ChHi:CI:N;Os  in  each  container;  each  g  of  chloram- 
phenicol sodium  succinate  is  equivalent  to  0.7257  g  of 
chloramphenicol.  This  amount  does  not  deviate  from  the 
amount  stated  on  the  label  by  a  greater  percentage  than  that 
shown  in  Column  A  of  the  Table  of  Percentage  Deviations, 
except  that  in  one  container  the  amount  may  deviate  by  not 
more  than  twice  the  percentage  shown. 
Ethylmorphine  hydrochloride 

Addendum  1977,  p21,  left  hand  column.  Line  20  from  foot.  For 

•  C-.H.-.CiNOUiW  read  --OvHmCINOOh.o 

Injections 

Addendum  1977,  p25,  right  hand  column.  Add  the  following 
requirement:  Declared  content  Where  stated  in  individual 
monographs  for  injections  prepared  by  dissolving  the  contents 
ol  a  sealed  container  in  the  appropriate  diluent  immediately 
before  use,  the  contents  of  the  sealed  container  comply  with 
either  test  A  or  test  B  as  specified  in  the  monograph.  Test  A 
Remove  any  paper  labels  from  the  sealed  container,  wash  the 
outside  with  water,  and  thoroughly  dry.  Open  the  container  and 
weigh  all  parts  of  the  opened  container  and  the  contents. 
Remove  the  contents,  wash  the  container  with  water  and  then 
with  alcohol  (95  percent)  and  dry  at  105°  or,  it  the  nature  of  the 
container  precludes  heating  at  this  temperature,  dry  at  a  lower 
temperature  to  constant  weight.  Allow  to  cool  in  a  desiccator 
and  weigh.  The  difference  between  the  weights  represents  the 
weight  of  the  contents.  Repeat  the  operation  with  a  f  urther  nine 
containers.  The  weight  of  the  contents  of  each  container  does 
not  deviate  from  the  weight  stated  on  the  label  by  a  greater 
percentage  than  that  shown  in  column  A  of  the  table  of  per- 
centage deviations  except  that  in  one  container  the  weight  may 
deviate  by  not  more  than  the  percentage  shown  in  column  B. 

Table  of  percentage  deviations 
Weight  stated 

on  the  label  Percentage  Division 

A  B 
0.12  g  or  less  ±  10  per  cent      ±  15  per  cent 

More  than  0. 12  g 

and  less  than  0.3  g  ±  7.5  percent     ±  12.5  percent 

0.3  g  or  more  ±  5  per  cent       ±  10  per  cent 

Test  B  Determine  the  weight  of  the  contents  of  each  of  ten 
containers  as  described  in  test  A.  Mix  the  contents  of  the  ten 
containers,  carry  out  the  assay  described  in  the  monograph,  and 
from  the  result  calculate  the  proportionate  amount  of  the  active 
ingredient  in  each  container.  This  amount  lies  within  the  range 
for  the  content  of  active  ingredient  stated  in  the  monograph 
except  that  in  one  container,  the  amount  may  lie  within  a  range 
which  allows  not  more  than  twice  the  degree  of  tolerance  per- 
mitted in  the  monograph.  When  a  biological  assay  is  specified, 
calculate  trom  the  result  of  the  assay  the  estimated  potency  of 
the  contents  of  each  container.  The  estimated  potency  lies 
within  range  tor  estimated  potency  stated  in  the  monograph. 
Methotrexate  injection 

Addendum  1977,  p30,  left  hand  column.  Delete  the  entry. 
Metoclopramide  hydrochloride 

Addendum  1977,  p33,  right  hand  column.  Assay  Change  the 
statement  to:  Assay  To  0.3  g  add  10  ml  of  mercuric  acetate 
solution  and  2  ml  of  acetic  anhydride.  Allow  to  stand  in  a 
stoppered  flask  for  three  hours,  add  SO  ml  of  acetic  acid  and 
titrate  with  0.1N  perchloric  acid,  determining  the  end-point 
potentiometncally.  Each  ml  of  0. IN  perchloric  acid  is  equi- 
valent to  0.03363  g  Of  CnH^CINiCh.HCl. 
Sodium  thiosulphate 

Addendum  1977,  p44,  right  hand  column.  Heavy  metals  Line  7. 

For  "1.0  ml"  read  "10  ml". 

Sulphinpyra/one 

Addendum  1977,  p46,  right  hand  column.  Line  18.  Add  the 
lollowing  statement:  "Any  other  spot  in  the  chromatogram 
obtained  with  solution  ( 1 ),  apart  from  the  principal  spot,  is  not 
more  intense  than  the  spot  in  the  chromatogram  obtained  with 
solution  (4)." 

Thiopentone  sodium  injection 

Addendum  1977,  p48,  right  hand  column.  Change  the  title  to 
"Thiopentone  injection". 

A  list  of  amendments  to  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  (Veterinary)  1 977  has 
also  been  published.  Copies  of  both  lists 
may  be  obtained  from  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia Commission,  8  Bulstrode 
Street,  London  Wl. 


Our  new  paper  flowers 
lave  that  sweet  smell  of  success. 


Beautifully  coloured,  they  come  four  women's  magazines,  Woodland  Flowers  will 
lades  to  a  case.The  attractive  cube-shaped    have  all  the  success  they  deserve. 


Woodland  Flowers  is  an  exquisite  new 
urge  of  tissues  fromBowater+Scott. 


What's  more,  with  powerful  colour 
advertisements  selling  through  major 


oxes  will  look  as  good  on  your  shelves  as 
rey  will  on  dressing  table  tops  everywhere 


You  will,  too.  Stock  up  now! 
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Benton  Beauty  Products 

manufacturers  of  Evanof  Simplex  hair  dyes 

require  representation 
to  retail  chemists 
and  drug  stores. 


Introduced  in  1 938  Evanol  Simplex  is  a 
well-established  and  proven  product  with 
excellent  retail  potential. 

Currently  the  brand  enjoys  a  high  level 
of  wholesale  distribution  and  we  wish  to 
capitalise  on  this  at  retail. 

The  brand's  retail  price  is  very  competitive. 

Ideally  we  seek  an  arrangement  with  a 
company  with  an  existing  retail  sales  force 


which  has  the  capacity  to  conveniently  add 
Evanol  Simplex  to  its  existing  range. 

Write  in  confidence  to: 
T  L  Benton,  Managing  Director,  Benton  Beauty 
Products  Ltd.,  Elwood  Street,  London  N5  1  EE. 

.Evanol 


Q  UININE IQ  U IN  I  DINE 

QUININE  HYDROCHLORIDE 
QUININE  SULPHATE 
Q  UININE  DIS  ULPHA  TE 
QUI NI DINE  SULPHATE 

Manufactured  to  BP1973  Purity  Standard  in  the  U.K. 
Phone  (04427)  5221  or  write  to  David  Nelson  at 

LAKE  &  CRUICKSHANK  LTD. 

North  Bridge  Road,  Berkhamsted,  Herts  HP4  1EP 


vember  1977 
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lew  products 


NYLAX 

THE  MODERN  VITAMIN 


i 


care 

inda  henna  products 

nge  of  henna  products  has  been  intro- 
:d  by  Toomix  Ltd.  The  Govinda  range 
rs  a  choice  of  natural,  black,  brown 
neutral  henna  and  is  presented  in  a 
>  four  colour  carton  (f  0.45).  Detailed 
tuctions  are  given  on  the  packs  in  both 
lish  and  German  (Toomix  Ltd,  Gov- 
.  House,  53  Swaislands  Drive, 
ford,  Kent  DAI  4HU). 

isehold 

i  z  Off  repellent 

I  urn  Pet  Products  have  introduced  a 
|  fly  and  insect  repellent  called  Buzz 
i  It  has  been  developed  from  their  pro- 
I  |  Extra  Tail  which  protects  horses  and 
I  jes  from  pests.  Buzz  Off  (333g 
t  sol,  £0.79)  is  said  to  kill  flies,  wasps, 
I  Juitoes,  ticks,  deer  and  sand  flies 
6  ium  Pet  Products  Ltd,  Redditch, 
I  cestershire  B97  4DA). 

tographic 

I  ng  jug  and  screens 

i  irson  Products  Ltd  have  introduced  a 
I  propylene  mixing  jug  (£2.59)  which 
1  claim  is  unbreakable  and  resistant  to 
hotographic  chemicals.  The  2L  jug 
c  an  easy-pour  lip,  a  moulded  handle 
[j  is  graduated  in  metric,  imperial  and 
Jj  Dunces. 

iterson  have  also  introduced  two 
I  ler  sets  of  texture  screens  (£2.99),  to 
t|  te  different  printing  effects.  Set  3 
c  prises  centric,  denim,  rough  etch  and 
;o;  set  4  is  grid  line,  steel  etch,  scram- 
nd  craze.  Both  sets  will  be  available  in 
1  $5mm  and  2V4in  formats.  The  screen, 
:h  can  be  used  with  either  black  and 
e  or  colour  negatives,  is  placed  in  the 
I  er  in  contact  with  the  negative  and 
I  are  then  printed  together  (Paterson 
I  lucts  Ltd,  2  Boswell  Court,  London). 

olta  pocket  cameras 

t  oka's  pocket  Autopak  430E  (guide 
I  ;  £52.97)  and  450E  (guide  price 
I  96)  models  feature  an  integral  elec- 
I  ic  "pop-out"  flash.  Both  have  all- 
li  i  Rokkor  coated  lenses  and  take  the 
cartridge.  The  450E  has  an/3.5  lens 
h  focuses  by  a  slide  with  zone- 
y  3oIs.  The  view  finder  has  a  bright 
r:  te  with  parallax  correction  marks  and 
i  1  lamp  which  indicates  when  the  shut- 
'£  elease  is  depressed  if  there  is  not  suf- 
c  nt  light  for  correct  exposure.  A  special 


feature  is  a  built-in  close-up  lens  and  there 
is  a  viewfinder  signal  to  indicate  when  the 
close-up  is  in  position. 

The  430E  has  an  /5.6  lens  with  zone- 
focusing.  Both  have  a  thumb  slide  to 
advance  the  film  and  soft  shutter  releases 
which  lock  when  the  lens-cover  slide  is 
closed.  The  fixed  shutter  speed  is  l/200th 
second.  (Japanese  Cameras  Ltd,  Hemp- 
stalls  Lane,  Newcastle,  Staffs  ST5  OSW). 


on  TV 

next  week 

Ln— London;  M— Midlands;  Lc— Lancashire. 
Y— Yorkshire,  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE— North-east;  A— Anglia; 
U— -  Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  E— Eireann;  CI— Channel  Island 

Band-aid:  All  except  B,  E 
Beecham  Powders:  All  except  E 
Benylets:  All  except  Ln,  M,  U,  E 
Blue  Stratos:  All  areas 
Denim:  All  areas 

Head  &  Shoulders:  All  except  B,  E. 

Hometrim:  M,  Lc,  y,  Sc,  NE,  G 

Fenjal  creme  bath:  Ln 

Fever-tester:  Ln 

Imperial  Leather  foam  bath:  E 

Ladyshave:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  WW,  So,  A 

Mac  lozenges:  M,  WW,  So,  A,  We 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 

Parkers  cough  linctus:  Ln,  M,  WW,  So, 

A,  We,  CI 

Philishave:  All  areas 
Polaroid  1000  camera:  All  except  E 
Remington  M3  shaver:  All  areas 
Sevenseas  orange  and  cod  liver  oil 
syrup:  Ln 

Setlers:  All  except  E 
Vitarich:  Lc 

Wilkinson  II  razors:  All  except  E 
Wright's  soaps:  All  except  U,  E. 


&  HERBAL  LAXATIVE 

SALES 
ARE 

STILL 

GOING 

UP!!! 

The  reasons  are  very 
simple. 

NYLAX  IS  EFFECTIVE! 
NYLAX  IS  CHEAP! 
NYLAX  IS  VERY  GOOD 
VALUE  FOR  MONEY! 

National  advertising 
will  continue.  .  . 

.  .  .  you  benefit  by 
easy  automatic 
sales  -  it's  worth 
checking  your 
stock  position 

NYLAX 

retails  at  29p  for  30  tablets 
Direct  from 

British  Chemotheutic  Products 
Limited  (Makers  of  Optabs), 
Kemtheutic  House,  Grant  Street, 
Bradford,  West  Yorks. 
£2.41  doz. 

Telephone: 

Bradford  (0274)  22005 

Or  order  singles  through  your 
usual  wholesaler 
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Yorkshire  regional  conference 


Separate  Registers  'might 
improve  standards' 


Three  Pharmaceutical  Society  Registers 
instead  of  one.  That  idea  was  put  forward 
on  Sunday  by  Mr  J.  P.  Kerr,  member  of 
the  Society's  Council,  as  a  means  of 
improving  preregistration  training. 

He  suggested  at  the  Yorkshire  regional 
conference  that  perhaps  all  pharmacists 
could  receive  the  same  basic  education 
then  do  their  preregistration  training  in  a 
particular  branch — retail,  hospital  or 
industry — becoming  registered  only  in 
that  particular  branch.  If  they  later  wanted 
to  change  their  means  of  earning  a  living 
they  would  need  to  train  further. 

Mr  Kerr  felt  that  such  a  scheme  fulfilled 
one  of  the  main  purposes  of  the  post- 
graduate training,  namely,  protection  of 
the  public.  It  would  be  a  major  step  to  take 
as  the  Society  had  always  looked  on  all 
pharmacists  as  equal;  they  could  still  be 
equal,  however,  within  their  sector. 

More  guidance  needed 

Earlier,  Mr  R.  Hazlehurst,  an  inde- 
pendent retail  pharmacist,  criticised  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  not  giving 
more  guidance  on  how  to  train  post- 
graduates. The  multiples,  hospitals  and 
industry  had  the  resources  to  organise 
suitable  programmes  for  their  staff,  but 
the  independent  was  largely  on  his  own. 

There  was  a  "horrifying"  amount  of 
information  to  be  passed  on  to  the  post- 
graduate student.  Last  year,  when  Mr 
Hazlehurst  set  out  to  create  a  training 
programme  for  preregistration  students  in 
his  pharmacy,  he  listed  98  topics  he 
thought  should  be  covered.  But  when  he 
approached  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
for  advice,  all  that  was  offered  was  a  pam- 
phlet covering  little  more  than  the  bye- 
laws  governing  the  size  and  shape  of  the 
premises.  He  suggested  to  the  conference 
that  the  Society  could  organise  courses  on 
counter  prescribing,  stoma  care,  drug 
abuse,  etc;  it  could  operate  a  com- 
puterised clearing  house  system  for  plac- 
ing students  with  suitable  pharmacists;  it 
could  publish  a  suggested  training  scheme 
with  guidance  on  the  time  to  be  spent  on 
each  topic;  and  the  Society  could  also  pro- 
vide training  for  the  trainers.  "The  MPS 
alone  does  not  equip  us  to  train  our  suc- 
cessors nor  them  to  train  their  suc- 
cessors," he  said. 

Many  pharmacists  regarded  their  reten- 
tion fee  as  yet  another  tax  for  which  they 
got  nothing  in  return  and  the  Society's 
inspectors  as  little  better  than  VAT 
inspectors  who  had  largely  a  punitive  role. 
The  Society  could  go  a  long  way  towards 
correcting  this  punitive  image  by  taking  a 


more  active  part  in  preregistration  train- 
ing and  the  inspectors  would  be  more 
readily  accepted  as  colleagues  if  they  were 
encouraged  to  pay  courtesy  visits  during 
the  preregistration  students'  training. 

Mr  Hazlehurst  believed  preregistration 
training  presented  a  grave  problem.  It  was 
fragmented  and  inconsistent  throughout 
the  profession  and  the  responsibility 
rested  mainly  with  the  Society's  Council. 

Mr  Kerr,  however,  believed  that  there 
would  always  be  great  gaps,  no  matter 
how  pharmacists  were  trained.  The  aim 
was  to  create  a  responsible  person  who 
would  be  reasonably  professionally  cer- 
tain of  his  actions  before  doing  anything 
affecting  the  public.  He  wondered  how 
this  ideal  could  be  achieved  by  means  of 
exams,  training  or  assessment  at  the  end  of 
it.  One  of  the  best  ways  to  learn  was  by 
experience  and  responsible  pharmacists 
were  not  necessarily  those  who  knew 
"every  niggly  detail  in  the  book."  The  Soc- 
iety had  to  be  sensible  about  who  should 
train  graduates;  if  no-one  could  train 
unless  they  had  been  on  a  course  them- 
selves there  was  a  danger  of  leaving  hun- 
dreds of  dissatisfied  students  with  no  pre- 
registration places. 

Mr  Maxwell  Gordon,  Leeds,  said  that, 
contrary  to  Mr  Hazlehurst's  impression, 
the  Society  was  always  prepared  to  give 
advice  to  pharmacists  considering  employ- 
ment of  a  postgraduate  student. 

Practice  changes  to  be  considered 

Changes  in  future  pharmacy  practice 
had  to  be  considered  before  there  were 
any  changes  in  Society  policy — 
dissatisfaction  in  general  practice, 
demands  for  a  planned  service,  pharmacy 
closures,  EEC  influence,  were  all  impor- 
tant factors.  And  has  the  role  of  the  phar- 
macist ever  been  decided?  he  asked.  One 
drawback  of  the  present  system  was  that 
the  supervisor,  teacher  and  assessor  were 
all  the  same  person.  He  was  also  con- 
cerned at  the  absence  of  newly-registered 
pharmacists  from  branch  meetings;  few 
were  aware  of  the  roles  of  different  phar- 
maceutical organisations,  and  who  was  to 
blame?  he  wondered. 

Mr  T.  D.  Clarke,  Yorkshire  regional 
pharmaceutical  officer,  felt  there  should 
be  a  period  when  a  newly-registered 
pharmacist  was  still  under  supervision,  so 
that  he  could  not  be  in  charge  of  a  business 
or  employed  above  a  certain  grade  in  hos- 
pitals. He  regarded  the  preregistration 
year  as  a  "sampling  year"  and  the  fol- 
lowing as  years  in  which  the  non-academic 
concepts  of  pharmacy  could  be  broadened 
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into  a  wider  professional  understanding  c 
the  work  involved.  He  would  like  to  see 
more  frequent  exchange  of  students  be 
ween  hospitals  and  general  practic 
pharmacy,  for  example,  six  months  i 
each,  and  suggested  that  preregistratio 
students  should  only  do  six  months  in  an 
one  of  the  available  sections. 

At  present  it  seemed  difficult  to  preverl 
a  student's  name  going  on  to  the  Registe 
and  the  supervising  pharmacist  who  had  t 
sign  the  student's  certificate  shouldered 
heavy  burden,  Mr  Clarke  continued.  "Th 
final  signing  of  the  certificate  in  no  wa 
indicates  the  ability,  either  technical 
professional,  of  the  individual  cor, 
cerned,"  and  he  felt  the  registering  bodl 
should  be  able  to  investigate  suitability,  a 
a  step  towards  assessment  of  pharmacist 
throughout  their  professional  live: 
Another  system  would  be  to  put  the  ond 
for  preregistration  training  on  to  th 
schools  which  originally  produced  thl 
graduates.  This  method  would  involve  th! 
schools  more  in  pharmacy  practice  an 
would  encourage  them  to  control  th 
number  of  students  being  released  accorc 
ing  to  the  number  of  vacancies  for  then 
The  schools  would  also  assess  the  student] 
and  recommend  their  registration. 


se 

t  pres 
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No  student  on  review  committee 

Mr  S.  Benrimoj,  immediate  past 
ident,  British  Pharmaceutical  St 
Association,  criticised  the  fact  that  theil 
was  no  student  representative  on  thl 
Council's  committee  set  up  in  January  tl 
review  the  preregistration  year.  BPSfl 
decided   at   its  annual   conference  fj 
recommend  a  common  core  of  con 
pulsory  preregistration  training  for  stij 
dents  from  all  branches  of  pharmac; 
together  with  oral  assessment  at  the  end 
the  training.  The  "common  core"  could 
organised  at  regional  level.  Mr  Benrim 
believed  that  the  "type  of  person  instruc 
ing  you  is  something  of  a  lottery"  a 
suggested  a  board  of  representatives  froi| 
each   branch  of  pharmacy  should 
formed  to  set  certain  standards. 

Other  speakers  described  how  trainirj 
was  provided  in  different  branches 
pharmacy.  Dr  J.  E.  Adderson,  Bradfoil 
University,  suggested  that  the  sandwi 
course  offered  at  Bradford,  resulted  in 
"better  product"  and  operated  in  the  sti| 
dent's  interest.  The  first  five  terms  we 
spent  at  the  university,  followed  by  t 
terms  in  practice,  then  another  academ 
year,  two  terms  in  practice  with  the  fin 
term  at  the  university.  He  had  noticed  th 
students  on  the  sandwich  course  well 
more  mature  and  responsible  after  the 
experience  in  practice. 

Mr  K.  Walker,  co-ordinator  of  regl 
ulatory  affairs,  Reckitt  &  Colman  phail 
maceutical  division,  described  his  corr 
pany's  two-year  preregistration  contrac 
Six  months  were  spent  in  two  or  threl 
different  departments  within  the  compan 
and  six  months  in  hospital,  followed  by 
further  year  with  the  company. 


Concluded  opposii  $ 
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New  committees  might 
improve  communication 

The  confused  result  of  the  October  con- 
ference of  LPC  representatives  has  left  us 
in  the  difficult  position  of  trying  to  explain 
to  MPs  and  the  Department  of  Health  just 
what  we  did  decide.  This  is  a  very  sad 
situation,  caused  not  only  by  the  mis- 
handling of  the  conference  itself,  but  also 
by  the  complete  lack  of  preparation  for  it. 

221  delegates  representing  96  LPCs 
from  all  over  the  country  came,  having 
already  spent  much  time  and  energy  in 
discussion  and  consultation,  prepared  to 
speak  to  some  1 6  or  more  resolutions  pub- 
lished some  weeks  previously. 

Following  a  policy  agreed  by  the  PSNC 
during  the  previous  week,  Mr  Worby 
completely  wrong  footed  the  majority  of 
representatives  by  setting  aside  the 
printed  agenda  and  introducing  verbally 
(at  a  brisk  pace)  the  first  of  a  series  of 
resolutions  ostensibly  representing  in  a 
logical  manner  the  principles  involved  in 
Mr  Ennals'  offer. 

The  sense  of  frustration  this  induced 
^vas  temporarily  dispersed  when  Mr 
Ennals'  proposals  "as  they  stood"  were 
unanimously  rejected  amid  great  cheer- 
ing. Many  assumed  the  rejection  was  abso- 
lute. 

After  lunch  no  less  than  five  proposals 
and/or  suggestions,  seemingly  within  the 
context  of  acceptance  of  the  offer,  were 
^oted  on  in  isolation  and  in  quick  suc- 
cession without  any  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussion being  allowed  by  the  chairman. 
This  very  rough  handling  of  the  con- 
erence  caused  considerable  bewil- 
ierment  and,  understandably  enough, 
:ome  anger  and  resentment. 

From  then  on  the  conference  was 


Concluded  from  opposite 

Describing  the  training  offered  at  St 
ames'  Hospital,  Leeds,  Mr  I.  Marshall, 
irea  pharmacist,  pointed  out  that 
ilthough  a  session  was  held  at  the  end  of 
he  year  for  students  to  evaluate  their 
raining,  it  was  not  until  two  or  three  years 
ater  that  pharmacists  realised  what 
ispects  were  lacking.  Mr  J.  Elsom,  gradu- 
Ite  recruitment  manager.  Boots  Co  Ltd, 
taid  his  company  encouraged  under- 
graduate employment  during  vacations  so 
tudents  could  have  some  idea  of  what 
iharmacy  practice  was  all  about. 

During  the  discussion,  a  student  from 
Bradford  University  said  that  if  Mr  Kerr's 
uggestion  of  separate  registers  was 
mplemented,  students  would  need  more 
dvice  on  each  branch  of  pharmacy  before 
imbarking   on  it. 


bemused  and  largely  ineffective  as  dele- 
gates vainly  tried  to  adapt  their  prepared 
statements  to  an  unforeseen  situation.  It 
was  only  at  the  last  minute  under  "any 
other  business"  in  response  to  a  question 
from  the  City  and  East  London  LPC  that 
Mr  Worby  gave  a  formal  summary  of  the 
several  proposals  and  suggestions  voted 
upon  very  much  earlier  on. 

The  City  and  East  London  LPC 
strongly  urges  that  all  matters  apper- 
taining to  a  conference  be  thoroughly 
reconsidered  and  examined  so  that  a  new, 
effective,  and  democratic  procedure  may 
be  established  for  the  future  thus  ensuring 
that  these  unsatisfactory  events  are  not 
repeated.  It  believes  also  that  a  new  com- 
mittee structure  based  on  the  NHS  regions 
would  greatly  assist  communications  bet- 
ween the  PSNC  and  local  committees. 
This,  amongst  other  advantages,  would 
facilitate  the  composition  of  joint  resol- 
utions in  preparation  for  a  conference. 

Improved  communications  between 
general  practice  pharmacists  would 
enable  us  effectively  to  express  and  dis- 
play the  unity  that  undoubtedly  exists. 

Mrs  Lucie  Sofar 
Secretary, 
City  and  East  London  LPC 

Pressure  on  MPs 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  sent  recently  to  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  in  the  areas  in  which 
Booker  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  operate. 

W.  A.  Simpson 
Chairman 
Booker  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 
The  letter  reads:  "The  Department  of 
Health's  recent  comments  on  NHS  financ- 
ing do  nothing  to  improve  the  lot  of  the 
chemist  as  contractor  to  the  National 
Health  Service.  It  is  an  indisputable  fact 
that  pharmacies'  gross  profit  margins  per 
prescription  have  fallen  from  25.8  per 
cent  in  1975  to  21  per  cent  this  year — and 
are  still  falling.  At  the  same  time,  the  net 
margin  has  slipped  already  from  3.3  per 
cent  to  2.7  per  cent.  Drug  prices  have  been 
inflating  at  25  per  cent  a  year  so  the  cost  of 
stock  holdings  has  increased  pro-rata — as 
has  the  cost  of  financing  the  debt  owed 
monthly  by  government  to  the  con- 
tractor— a  factor  apparently  ignored  by 
the  Department. 

These  financial  pressures  in  turn  have 
squeezed  the  pharmacy's  capacity  to  com- 
bat the  competition  from  supermarkets  on 
cash  sales  of  over-the-counter  goods,  such 
as  analgesics,  toiletries,  cosmetics,  etc. 
Thus  nowadays,  NHS  dispensing  can 
amount  to  60  per  cent  of  a  pharmacy's 
trade  against  the  40  per  cent  of  only  a  few 
years  ago.  Unfortunately,  NHS  trade  is 
equal  to  cash  tied  up:  over-the-counter 
trade  equals  cash  turning  over.  No  wonder 
the  closure  of  pharmacies  continues 
unabated — the  latest  figures  incidentally 
do  not  support  the  Minister's  claim  that 
the  closure-rate  is  falling. 

The  Department's  proposals,  accepted 
recently  under  protest  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Services  Negotiating  Com- 
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mittee,  offer  mainly  a  redistribution  of 
existing  NHS  funds — the  smaller  dis- 
pensing unit  receiving  money  at  the 
expense  of  the  larger  unit.  We  are  pressing 
still  for  a  better  rate  of  return  on  capital 
employed,  a  higher  notional  salary  ele- 
ment, a  larger  allowance-base  for  occu- 
pancy costs  and  a  correction  of  the  scan- 
dalous position  of  a  pharmacy  having  to 
buy  drugs  at  an  increased  price  which  the 
government  is  not  prepared  to  meet  in 
reimbursements. 

Already  in  the  House,  our  case  has  been 
widely  supported  by  MPs  of  most  parties. 
May  we  ask  again  for  pressure  to  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Minister  for  an 
urgent  review  of  chemist  contractor  terms 
in  toto — a  review  preferably  to  be  con- 
ducted by  some  independent  body?  Your 
co-operation  in  this  vital  matter  can  serve 
only  to  correct  the  continuing  deterio- 
ration in  the  pharmacy  part  of  the 
National  Health  Service. 

Cost  of  salaried  service 

There  appears  to  have  been  an  error  in  the 
letter  from  R.  Gartside  (C&D,  November 
12). 

He  states  the  difference  between  the 
calculated  cost  per  script  item  of  66. 7p 
compared  with  June  77  figure  of  40. lp  to 
be  16.6p  per  item  whereas  the  difference 
should  be  26. 6p  to  give  an  estimated  bill 
for  a  salaried  service  of  about  £80  million 
not  £50m. 

While  writing  I  would  comment  that 
whereas  hospital  pharmacists  have 
received  pay  increases,  retail  pharmacists 
have  been  offered  an  £11  million  cut  in 
pay  for  their  work  done.  How's  that  for 
justice  and  fair  play?        M.  E.  Hudson 

Birmingham 

Mr  Gartside  apologises  for  the  "defective 
human  programming"  ie  over-zealous  use 
of  his  calculator! 

Politics  in  the  NHS 

As  a  member  of  the  Conservative  Medical 
Society  I  was  present  at  the  recent  sym- 
posium on  health  care  finance  at  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  headquarters 
and  heard  the  address  by  Mrs  J.  P.  Ban- 
nerman.  Your  contributor  Xrayser  criti- 
cises Mr  Bannerman  because,  although  he 
said  that  party  politics  should  not  be 
involved  in  the  NHS,  he  spoke  at  a  meet- 
ing arranged  by  a  Conservative  society. 

This  criticism  of  Mr  Bannerman  is  most 
unfair.  His  speech  was  non-political  and 
represented  the  views  of  the  majority  of 
pharmacists  on  the  present  state  of  phar- 
macy and  its  hopes  for  the  future. 

I  do  not  know  the  politics  of  Mr  Ban- 
nerman, nor  of  several  of  the  other  con- 
tributors to  the  symposium.  What  I  do 
know  is  that  many  of  the  audience  who 
came  from  as  far  away  as  Nigeria,  are  now 
more  familiar  with  the  problems  of  phar- 
macy and  this  can  only  be  to  the  advantage 
of  pharmacy  in  general. 

Leonard  Singer 

Councillor  Cheadle,  Ches 
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Industry's  problems  with 
unit  packs  as  CRCs 

The  problems  facing  industry  over  the 
lack  of  standards  for  child-resistant  unit 
packs,  were  discussed  in  a  paper  given 
by  Mr  D.  A.  Dean,  Fisons  Ltd,  at  a 
symposium  on  aluminium  foil  in  pac- 
kaging. 

Mr  Dean  said  that  the  Medicines 
Commission,  in  its  recommendations  for 
child-resistant  packaging  in  1974, 
expressed  a  strong  preference  for  opa- 
que or  tinted  unit  packs  over  con- 
ventional reclosable  packs  fitted  with 
child-resistant  closures.  It  was  thought 
that  children  tire  of  repetitive  actions, 
the  child  is  usually  only  exposed  to  one 
unit  at  a  time  whereas  with  multidose 
containers  all  the  contents  are  available 
once  the  closure  is  removed,  and  unit 
packs  usually  contain  smaller  quantities. 

However,  Mr  Dean  believes  that, 
although  the  Commission's  recom- 
mendations may  be  the  right  decision  in 
the  long  term,  they  were  made  without 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  phar- 
maceutical industry  especially  as  the 
Commission  deliberately  excluded  any 
packaging  expert  in  order  not  to  con- 
fuse the  main  issues.  There  is  still  no 
British  Standard  for  unit  packs  and  the 
industry  is  reluctant  to  invest  in  the 
expensive  equipment  required  for  unit 


packs  until  such  a  standard  is  available. 

With  regard  to  aluminium  foil,  Mr 
Dean  believes  that  although  it  satisfies 
the  "opaque"  requirements  it  does  not 
itself  have  child-resistant  properties  in 
terms  of  tear  and  puncture  unless  lami- 
nated with  plastic.  However,  it  has  yet 
to  be  established  whether  opacity  adds 
significantly  to  child  resistance  or 
whether  strong  materials  are  essential. 
Mr  Dean  points  out  that  packs  which 
rattle  (blister  packs)  may  arouse  a 
child's  curiosity  although  strip  packs  can 
be  designed  to  prevent  rattle.  Concern 
has  been  expressed  that  opaque  pac- 
kaging may  lead  to  more  missing  items. 
But  Mr  Dean  believes  that  once  the 
issues  relating  to  child  resistance  are 
clarified,  foil  strip  packs  and  blisters  will 
be  important  to  products  sensitive  to 
odour  and  moisture. 

FDA  concerned  about  low 
calorie  protein  diets 

The  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration  is 
concerned  about  the  unsupervised  and 
uninformed  use  of  low  calorie  protein 
diets  for  weight  reduction,  particularly  the 
liquid  protein  diets.  Mr  Donald  Kennedy, 
FDA  commissioner,  spoke  recently  of  16 
deaths  and  a  number  of  severe  illnesses 
that  may  be  associated  with  predigested 
liquid  protein  diets.  All  the  cases  involved 
people  who  subsisted  on  that  type  of  diet 
without  other  nourishment  for  weeks  or 


months.  Of  the  10  deaths  investigated  a 
were  obese  women  between  25  and  4 
who  lost  an  average  of  90  lbs.  None  had 
history  of  heart  disease.  All  died  of  hea 
irregularities,  suddenly,  without  previoi 
symptoms,  either  while  on  the  diet 
shortly  after  finishing  it.  In  all  eigl 
patients  with  complete  autopsies,  tl 
coronary  arteries  were  free  of  any  disea; 
which  could  account  for  sudden  death,  ftl 
Kennedy  said  promotional  message 
aimed  at  the  public  played  down  tl 
strenuous  nature  of  the  diet  and  failed  t 
say  it  may  be  extremely  hazardous  f 
some  people. 

FDA  was  developing  a  mandato 
warning  label  "Do  not  use  for  weigl 
reduction  or  maintenance  without  mei 
ical  supervision.  Do  not  use  without  mei 
ical  advice  if  you  are  taking  prescriptic 
medications.  Not  for  use  by  infants,  chi 
dren,  or  pregnant  or  nursing  women",  an 
were  asking  manufacturers  to  supply  sue 
warnings  immediately  on  a  voluntai 
basis.  Meanwhile  he  urged  those  now  c 
the  diet,  or  thinking  about  it,  not  to  go  o 
it  without  close  medical  supervision,  c 
approval  if  taking  prescribed  drugs;  not 
go  on  it  if  elderly,  or  with  kidney,  liver  ( 
heart  disease,  high  blood  pressure,  or 
pregnant  or  a  nursing  mother.  Also  use  ( 
the  diet  alone  could,  and  often  did,  lead 
serious  nutritional  deficiencies.  H 
warned  about  coming  off  the  diet  a 
re-introducing  the  body  to  solid  foo< 
That  was  a  particularly  strenuous  time. 
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REVISED  PRICES  from  25th  NOVEMBER,  1977 

UNIT  PRICES 


RETAIL 

TRADE 

(inc.  VAT) 

(ex.  VAT) 

HILL'S  ADULT  BALSAM 

100  ml 

52p 

36.1 1  p 

HILL'S  ADULT  BALSAM 

200  ml 

92p 

63.89p 

HILL'S  JUNIOR  BALSAM 

100  ml 

44p 

30.56p 

HILL'S  BALSAM  PASTILLES 

39p 

26.55p 

Note:  Prices  charged  will  be  those  ruling  at  despatch  date. 

THESE  RETAIL  PRICES  ARE  CALCULATED  ON  THE  BASIS  OF  VAT  AT  8% 


HILL'S  PHARMACEUTICALS  LTD. 

BRIERCLIFFE,  BURNLEY,  BBIO  2JY.  Tel  0282  25932 
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Beecham  continue  to 
expand  in  first  half 

Sales  ot  Beecham  Group  Ltd  in  the  half- 
year  to  September  30  amounted  to 
£419m,  compared  with  £350. 4m  in  the 
same  period  of  1976.  Pre-tax  profit  was 
£70. 6m  (£59.4m). 

In  these  figures  the  trading  results  of 
overseas  subsidiaries  for  the  period  to 
September  30,  1977,  are  expressed  in 
sterling  at  the  exchange  rates  applicable 
on  March  31,  1977,  but  it  is  stated  that 
there  would  be  no  material  change  to  the 
results  if  September  30,  1977,  exchange 
rates  had  been  applied.  For  the  purpose  of 
comparison  the  1976  figures  have  been 
restated  at  March  31,  1977,  rates. 

The  trading  results  for  the  half-year  to 
September,  1977,  include  for  the  first  time 
the  results  of  the  Calgon  Consumer  Pro- 
ducts business  in  the  USA  and  Canada 
acquired  on  April  29. 

Unilever  sales  rise 

Sales  of  Unilever  Ltd,  and  Unilever  NV  in 
the  third  quarter  of  1977  were  £2, 418m, 
an  increase  of  10  per  cent  over  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  1976.  Pre-tax  pro- 
fit, however,  was  down  16  per  cent  at 
£153. lm.  Taking  the  first  nine  months  of 
1977,  sales  were  up  12  per  cent  at 
£7, 230m  and  pre-tax  profit  was  down  5 
per  cent. 

The  company  states  that  the  September 
quarter  was  poor,  the  sales  increase  being 
largely  accounted  for  by  price  rather  than 
volume,  which  rose  by  only  about  1  per 
cent.  In  Europe  markets  were  sluggish  and 
the  volume  fell  slightly.  In  North  America 
and  other  overseas  countries,  results  were 
ahead  of  last  year's. 

Farillon  address 

Contrary  to  information  published  last 
week  (p798)  the  Farillon  Ltd  warehouse 
at  Coppen  Road,  Selinas  Lane, 
Dagenham,  Essex,  has  closed  down.  Both 
the  warehouse,  and  administration  staff 
formerly  at  Chesham  House,  Romford, 
have  moved  to  Bryant  Avenue,  Romford 
RM3  0PJ  (telephone:  Ingrebourne 
43735;  telex:  897396).  The  registered 
office  is  still  at  Frankland  Moore  House, 
185  High  Road,  Chadwell  Heath,  Rom- 
ford RM6  6NR. 

Briefly 

Jean  D'Albret-Orlane  Ltd  have  changed 
their  name  to  Orlane  Cosmetics  (United 
Kingdom)  Ltd. 

Mr  Leonard  L.  Harrison,  FPS,  closed 
down  his  pharmacy  at  24  la  Church  Road, 


Mr  James  McAinsh,  MPS,  see  May  &  Baker 


Stockingford,  Nuneaton,  Warwickshire, 
on  November  19  when  the  lease  on  the 
premises  expired,  and  has  now  retired. 

John  H.  Heron  Ltd  are  moving  on 
December  5  to  larger  premises  at  145 
Boothferry  Road,  Goole,  North  Hum- 
berside.  The  capacity  of  the  packaging 
plant  will  be  greatly  increased. 

Rockware  Glass  Ltd:  The  London  area 
telephone  numbers  which  connect  directly 
to  the  head  office  in  Northampton  have 
been  changed  to  249  6055  and  249  6056. 
Calls  are  charged  at  the  local  rate. 

Kingswood  Chemists  have  added  the  fol- 
lowing two  pharmacies  to  the  chain:  P.  & 
I.  Smith,  127  Queens  Way,  Bletchley, 
Bucks,  and  Hampden  Park  Pharmacy,  4 
Elm  Grove,  Hampden  Park,  Eastbourne, 
East  Sussex.  There  are  now  83  Kingswood 
branches  and  negotiations  have  been  con- 
cluded for  the  acquisition  of  at  least  three 
more  by  the  end  of  January. 

Appointments 

May  &  Baker  Ltd:  Mr  James  McAinsh  has 
been  appointed  deputy  general  manager 
of  the  pharmaceutical  division.  He  was 
formerly  director  of  marketing  of  Roche 
Products  Ltd. 

H.  Bronnley  &  Co  Ltd:  Mr  Dougal  Elliot 
has  been  appointed  sales  manager  in  suc- 
cession to  Mr  A.  K.  Collins,  who  is  retiring 
after  17  years'  service  in  December.  Mr 
Elliot  was  previously  home  counties  area 
manager  and.  more  recently,  west  end 
area  manager. 

Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd:  Mr  Geoffrey  Tett 
has  been  appointed  marketing  director 
with  responsibility  for  all  Wilkinson  pro- 
ducts, including  shaving  products,  garden 
tools,  scissors,  sunglasses,  exercise  foot- 
ware  and  kitchen  equipment.  He  was  pre- 
viously general  manager  for  the  com- 
pany's Pacific  region  based  in  Melbourne, 
Australia. 
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Westminster  Report 


Criticism  of  dangerous 
substances  directive 

Strong  criticism  of  EEC  draft  Directive 
R/2203/76  on  the  classification,  pack- 
aging and  labelling  of  dangerous  sub- 
stances was  voiced  by  Lord  Wall  and 
Baroness  Secar  in  a  House  of  Lords 
debate.  In  particular  the  proposed  scheme 
of  notification  of  new  substances,  includ- 
ing control  over  the  conditions  of  use,  was 
considered  impracticable  by  the  chemical 
industry,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  some 
of  the  symbols  proposed  for  warning 
labels  were  different  from  those  being 
used  by  the  United  Nations  and  already 
adopted  by  some  UK  companies. 

The  draft  Directive  was  intended  to 
apply  irrespective  of  the  quantity  of  mat- 
erial involved,  but  the  industry's  view  was 
that  substances  produced  in  amounts 
below  10  tons  a  year  should  be  exempt. 

For  the  Government,  Lord  Wallace 
accepted  the  validity  of  some  of  the  cri- 
ticisms but,  in  general,  welcomed  the  draft 
Directive.  It  would  soon  be  made  man- 
datory to  use  the  prescribed  labels  on 
some  800  dangerous  chemicals,  most  of 
which  are  in  common  use.  The  Gov- 
ernment proposed  that  substances  pro- 
duced in  amounts  less  than  one  tonne  per 
year  should  be  excluded,  and  Lord  Wal- 
lace pointed  out  that  new  substances  out- 
side the  scope  of  the  Directive  would  have 
to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Health 
and  Safety  at  Work  Act. 

Small  businesses 

Asked  how  much  assistance  had  been 
provided  under  the  scheme  to  assist  feasi- 
bility studies  into  collaborative  arrange- 
ments among  small  firms,  Mr  Robert 
Cryer,  Under-Secretary  for  Industry,  said 
that  of  the  £100,000  available,  the  total 
amount  so  far  committed  was  about 
£30,000.  The  scheme  was  introduced  in 
April  1976  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and 
consideration  will  be  given  to  applications 
for  assistance  received  up  to  March  3  1 . 
1978,  in  respect  of  studies  likely  to  be 
completed  by  September  30,  1978. 

Publicity  on  vaccination 

In  a  Commons  written  answer,  Mr  David 
Ennals,  Secretary  for  Social  Services,  said 
that  the  proposed  publicity  campaign  on 
vaccination  had  been  postponed,  and  he 
was  seeking  further  advice  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Vaccination  and  Immun- 
isation. However,  the  chairman  of  the 
joint  committee  had  stated  that  whooping 
cough  vaccination  should  continue  to  be 
offered  as  part  of  the  programme  for 
routine  immunisation.  This  was  par- 
ticularly important  in  view  of  the  likeli- 
hood of  a  serious  outbreak  of  the  disease 
this  winter. 

Continued  on  p828 
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Market 
News 


Alexandrian  pods  scarce 

London  November  23:  Trading  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  market  remains  exceptionally 
dull  and  featureless.  Among  crude  drugs 
Alexandria  hand-picked  senna  pods  are 
scarce  and  with  new  crop  being  some 
months  away  spot  prices  are  firm  at  from 
£2  to  £3  per  kg  according  to  seller.  Tin- 
nevelly  pods  are  unchanged  at  £0.40. 
Natural  camphor  powder  is  available  on 
the  spot  at  £2.20  kg  with  shipment  at 
£2.37,  cif.  Brazilian  menthol  was  traded  at 
£9.45  kg  on  the  spot  (down  £0.15  on  the 
week).  While  Chinese  was  down  about 
£0.20  in  both  positions.  Pepper  prices 
were  nominally  the  same  as  in  the  pre- 
vious week;  shipment  offers  were  a  little 
firmer.  Also  marginally  dearer  were  cherry 
bark,  gentian  root,  hydrastis, 
ipecacuanha,  sarsaparilla,  tonquin  beans 
and  witchhazel  leaves.  Lower  were 
Canada  and  Peru  balsams,  buchu  and 
cascara. 

Lower  in  essential  oils  were  anise 
cedarwood,  Chinese  citronella  and 
Brazilian  sassafras.  Pharmaceutical 
chemical  prices  were  steady.  Para- 
cetamol continues  in  good  demand  with 
the  onset  of  wintery  weather.  Although 
prices  are  held  at  previous  levels  it  is 
thought  likely  that  an  increase  will  be 
announced  by  the  markets  soon. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetic  acid:  4-ton  lots,  per  metric  ton  delivered — 
glacial    BPC    £274,    99.5    per    cent   £261.50;  80 
per  cent  grade,  pure  £240.50;  technical  £224.50. 
Aspirin:  10-ton  lots  £1.31  kg:  1-ton  £1.39. 
Benzoic  acid:  BP  in  500-kg  lots,  £0.721  kg. 
Borax:  EP  grades,  2-4  ton  lots  per  metric  ton  in 
paper    bags,    delivered — granular    £199;  powder 
£217;  extra  fine  powder  £227. 

Boric  acid:  EP  grades  per  metric  ton  in  2-4  ton 
lots  for  British  material — granular  £255;  crystals 
£342;  powder  £277. 

Calcium  carbonate:  BP  light  £135  metric  ton. 
Calcium   chloride:    BP   anhydrous    96/98%  £0.93 
kg    in    50  kg    lots    of    powder;    granular  £0.95. 
hexahydrate   crystals   BP   1968  £0.68. 
Calcium  gluconate:  £1,420  per  metric  ton. 
Calcium  lactate:  100-kg  lots  £1.35  kg. 
Calcium  pantothenate:  £7.29  in  25-kg  lots. 
Citric  acid:  BP  granular  hydrous  per  metric  ton 
single  deliveries,  hydrous  £739;  anhydrous  £794; 
five-ton    contracts    £735    and    £790  respectively, 
Crystalline  £171.17  and  £170.17  respectively. 
Ferric  ammonium  citrate:  BP  £1.45  kg  in  250-kg 
Ferric  citrate:  L2.75  kg  in  250  kg  lots. 
Ferrous  carbonate:  BPC   1959  saccharated  £1.50 
kg  (50-kg  lots). 

Ferrous  fumarate:  BP  £1.75  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 
Ferrous  gluconate:  £1,860  per  metric  ton. 
Ferrous  succinate:  BP  £4.50  kg  (50-kg  lots). 
Ferrous    sulphate:    BP/EP    small    crystals  £392 


metric  ton;  dried  £392  metric  ton. 
Formic  acid:  per  metric  ton  delivered  in  4-ton 
lots,  98  per  cent  £295.50;  85  per  cent  £247.50. 
Hypophosphorous  acid:  (Per  metric  ton  in  50-kg 
lots)   Pure  50  per  cent  £3,598.10;  BPC   (30  per 
cent)  £2,823.10. 

Lactic  acid:  BP  88/90%  £1.80  kg  in  70-kg  drum. 
Oxalic  acid:  Recrystallised  £1.31  kg  for  50-kg  lots. 
Phosphoric  acid:  BP  sg  1.750  £0.4313  kg  in  30 
drum  lots  minimum. 

Salicylic  acid:  5-ton  lot  £1.07  kg;  1  ton  £1  08 
Tartaric  acid:  £770  metric  ton. 

Crude  drugs 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  easier  at  £11.30  spot 
£11.20  cif.  Copaiba:  £2  spot;  £1.90  cif.  Peru: 
£6.10  spot  nominal;  £5.98  cif.  Tolu:  £4.30  spot 
Buchu:  Rounds  £2.12  kg  spot;  £1.98  cif. 
Camphor:  Natural  powder  £5.25  kg  spot;  ship- 
ment £5.25  cif. 

Cascara:  £980  metric  ton  spot;  £975  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  spot  £930  metric  ton;  £900  cif  new. 
Gentiam:  Root  £1.38  kg  spot;  £1.35  cif. 
Ginger:  Cochin  £1,300  metric  ton  spot;  £1,000 
cif,  (new  crop,  Jan/Feb),  Jamaican  with- 
drawn: Nigerian  split  £1,200  spot;  peeled  £1,400 
spot. 

Henbane:  Niger,  £1,010  metric  ton  spot;  £990  cif. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £10.10  spot;  £10  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £10  cif. 
Liquorice  root:  Chinese  £400  metric  ton  cif.  Rus- 
sian £350  spot;  £340  cif,  new  crop.  Block  juice 
£147  per  100-kg  spot.   Iranian  spray-dried  £1.65 
Mexican  15%  £1.65,  cif,  nominal. 
Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian    £9.45   spot;    £9.20  cif. 
Chinese  £9.50  in  bond;  £9.35  cif. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £1,550  spot  nominal; 
£1312,  cif.  White  £1,900  spot  nominal;  £1,770,  cif. 
Sarsaparilla:    Mexican    £1.87    kg,    cif;    no  spot. 
Jamaican  £1.87  spot;  £1.85,  cif. 
Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star  £8.40 
nominal.  Caraway:  Dutch  £1,000.   Celery:  Indian 
£820.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £720  (Nov-Dec);  Indian 
£470.    Cumin:    Egyptian    £1,030;    Turkish  £1,040 
Iranian  £1,100  Dill:  £175  Maw:  £600. 
Senna:  (kg)  Alexandria  pods,  hand-picked  scarce 
at  form   £2,    hp,    upwards;    manufacturing  £0.65. 
Tinnevelly  leaves  No.  3,  £0.27;  pods:  faq  £0.27 
hand-picked  £0.40  ex  warehouse. 
Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.65  kg;  £2.55,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Anise:  (kg)  Spot  £14.50;  shipment  £14.25,  cif. 
Bois  de  rose:  Spot  and  shipment  £7  kg. 
Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.20  kg  nominal  spot;  £1.35 
cif. 

Citronella:  Ceylon  £1.32  kg  spot;  £1.28.  cif. 
Chinese  £2.20  spot;  £2.37  cif. 

Sassafras:  Chinese  not  quoted.  Brazilian  £2.20  kg, 
cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 

Coming  events 

i  Monday,  November  28 

Aberdeen  Branch,  Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation, 

Treetops  Hotel,  161  Springfield  Road,  Aberdeen,  at  7.30  p.m 
Speaker  T.  P.  Astill  (deputy  secretary,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association) 

Harrow  &  Hillingdon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Northwick  Park  Hospital,  Watford  Road,  Harrow,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Mr  J.  B.  Ainsworth  (director,  A.  Nelson  &  Co)  on 

"Homoeopathy" 

Medway  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate 
medical  centre,  Medway  Hospital,  Dr  P.  J.  Nicholls  (Welsh 
School  of  Pharmacy),  on  "Drugs  and  the  elderly". 
Royal  Society  of  Health,  13Grosvenor  Place,  London  SW1, 
at  8  p.m  Dr  B-  H.  Boeree  (Senior  Research  Physician,  Merck, 
Sharp  and  Dohme)  on  "The  Clinical  Evaluation  of  New  Drugs." 

Tuesday,  November  29 

Edinburgh  Branch,  Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation, 

Grosvenor  Centre  Hotel,  Grosvenor  Street,  Edinburgh,  at  7.30 
p.m.  Speaker  T  P.  Astill  (deputy  secretary,  NPA). 
Leeds  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical  Association, 

Golden  Lion  Hotel,  Lower  Briggate,  Leeds,  at  8  pm.  Dr  T.  G. 
Booth  (Bradford  University)  on  "Financial  trends  of  the  last 
decade." 


26  November  19 
Wednesday,  November  30 

Perth  and  Dundee  Branch,  Scottish  Pharmaceutical 
Federation,  Angus  Hotel,  101  Marketgait,  Dundee,  at  7.: 
p.m.  Speaker  T.  P.  Astill  (deputy  secretary,  NPA). 
Scottish  Department,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Society 
Hall,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  7.45  p.m.  C.  B  Macfarla 
(director,  pharmaceutical  development,  Syntex)  on 
"Formulation  and  control  in  small-scale  manufacture." 
Sunderland  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Postgraduate  medical  centre,  Sunderland,  at  7.30  p.m.  Brar 
resolutions  and  Dr  B.  L.  Furman  on  "The  nature  and  treatrr 
of  diebetes  mellitus." 

West  Dorset  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  Kings  Arms  Hotel,  Dorchester  at  7.45  p.m. 
Annual  meeting  and  film  on  wholesaling. 

Thursday,  December  1, 

Chemical  Society,  analytical  division,  School  of 
Pharmacy,  Sunderland  Polytechnic,  at  2  p.m.  Meeting  on 
"Microchemistry  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry." 
Glasgow  Branch,  Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation 

McCance  Building,  Strathclyde  University,  Richmond  Stre 

Glasgow  at  7.30  p.m.  Speaker  T.  P.  Astill. 

Lancaster  &  Morecambe  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Socie 

Medical  Centre,  Ashton  Road,  Lancaster,  at  7.45  p.m.  Fil 
show,  possibly  including  "The  Vital  Link." 
Northern  Scottish  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Mercury  Motor  Inn,  Inverness.  Dinner. 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  Royal  Society  of  Arts,  6  Jol 
Adam  Street,  London,  WC2  Ladies'  evening,  make-up 
demonstration  and  lecture  by  Miss  Jean  Fraser  (cosmetic  a 
beauty  consultant). 

Thames  Valley  Pharmacists  Association,  Winthrop  Hou 
at  8  p.m  Mr  Awdrey  (Scotch  Whisky  Association),  on 
"Whisky". 

Advance  Information 

Western  Pharmacists  Association:  Working  dinner, 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  headquarters,  1  Lambeth  High  I 
Street,  London  SE1 ,  December  7,  at  7  p.m.  Speaker  Mr  eL 
Silverman  (Chief  Pharmacy  Superintendent,  Boots)  on  "Whc 
afraid  of  the  big  bad  Boots?"  Tickets  £9  from  Mr  W.  Price, . 
Southbury,  Boundary  Road,  London,  NW8  Tel:  586  2241). 
Third  International  Domestic  Electrical  Appliances  Tra( 
Fair,  National  Exhibition  Centre,  Birmingham,  May  15-17, 
1978 


Westminster  report 
Continued  from  p827 

Burglar  alarms 

The  Under-Secretary  for  the  Env 
ronment,  Mr  Kenneth  Marks,  told  th 
Commons  that  a  code  of  practice  aimed  i 
minimising  noise  from  burglar  alarms  is  t 
be  issued  as  soon  as  consultations  wit 
interested  parties  are  complete.  Owner 
or  hirers  of  alarm  systems  will  have  t 
nominate  reliable  keyholders  who  will  sil 
ence  alarms  when  requested  by  the  police 
and  strong  incentives  will  be  given  t 
manufacturers  and  installers  of  alarms  t 
improve  their  mechanical  reliability. 

Medical  Bill  published 

The  text  of  the  Medical  Bill,  which  wii 
implement  some  of  the  recommendation 
of  the  Morrison  report,  is  now  availabf 
(HM  Stationery  Office  £0.75).  It  wi 
reconstitute  the  General  Medical  Counci 
and  will  establish  three  committees  of  th 
GMC  with  new  powers  concerning  th 
professional  conduct  of  doctors  and  thei 
fitness  to  practise. 


Natural  Astringent  Witch  Hazel  Shampoo 

SOLVES  GREASY  HAIR  PROBLEMS 

...helps  prevent  forehead  pimples; 


The  Unique  Hazal  Hair  formula  controls  excess  scalp  oil  flow 
and  contains  a  special  anti-bacterial  to  help  keep  forehead  clear. 

k  B  NATIONAL  YOUNG  FEMALE  ADVERTISING 


Hazel 
Hair 


November  1977 
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Manufacturing  & 
Distributing  Services 


An  exciting  new  range  of  professional 
clothing.  Leaflets  and  details  from: 

NICHOLSON'S 

(Overalls)  Limited 

Georges  Road,  Stockport, 
Cheshire. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

We  offer  you  the  following  trading 
facilities 

1 .  Cash  and  carry  showroom  with 
free  parking 

2.  Representatives  calling  in  Lon- 
don and  Home  Counties 

3.  Selected  parcel  service  — 
prices  and  details  on  request 

Write  or  telephone  for  services 
required  to: 

ALANDRA  PRODUCTS  LTD., 

138-139  Shoreditch  High  Street, 
London,  E1  6JE. 

Telephone:  01-739  1201:  01-739  1205 


ANGLIAN 
AEROSOL  &  PACKAGING 
CO.  LTD. 

will,  with  effect  from  4  January, 
trade  under  the  name  of 

ANGLIAN  MANUFACTURING 
CHEMISTS 

This  name  will  more  accurately 
reflect  the  activities  of  the  Com- 
pany which  offers  a  comprehen- 
sive contract  packaging  service 
in  Toilet  and  Medicinal  Prepara- 
tions. Enquiries  please  to: 

Anglian  Manufacturing  Chemist*, 

38/40  Featherstone  Street, 
London  EC1Y  8RN. 

Telephone:  01-253  0571. 

Telegrams:  COLLIGATE,  London 
EC1.  Telex:  LDN.  267391. 


PLASTIC  PRODUCTS 

BABY  PANTS 
TODDLER  PANTS 
INCONTINENCE  PANTS 
MATTRESS  SHEETS 
COT  SHEETS 

etc.,  etc. 

HENLEYS 
OF  HORNSEY 
LTD. 

London  N8  0DL 

Tel:  01-889  3151/6 


FALCONCRAFT 

PRICE  TICKETS 
CARD  HOLDERS 

SIGNS— INTERIOR 
AND  EXTERIOR 

TICKET  SECTIONS 
SHELF  ENLARGERS 

POSTER  FRAMES 

Send  for  catalogue  to: 

FALCONCRAFT  LTD., 
89/95  HAINAULT  ROAD, 
ROMFORD,  ESSEX 

TEL:  Romford  24621 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1976/77 

Published  within  days  of  the 
chancellor's  budget  speech, 
these  detailed  tables  cover 
all  main  rates  of  income 
tax,  corporation  tax  and 
V.A.T.  and  include  a  sum- 
mary of  the  budget  pro- 
posals. 

Price  9Qp, 
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Advertisements 

*ost  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Druggist, 
!5  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 

'elephone  01-353  3212 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday. 

leadings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appropriate 
eadings. 
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Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  Page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1.00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 

Box  numbers  £0.50  extra. 
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Wanted 


HARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES. 

rug  runs,  shop  interiors,  bottles,  etc., 
gently  wanted.  Kindly  contact  Robin 
'heeler  Antiques,  Parklands,  Park 
oad,  Ashtead,  Surrey  Telephone: 
shtead  72319. 

/ANTED  URGENTLY.  Old  Mahogany 
hemist  shop  fittings.  We  remove  and 
ay  cash.  John  Derham  Ltd.,  Earsham 
lall,  Earsham,  Bungay,  Suffolk  NR35 
AN.  Tel  Bungay  3423 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 

trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 

lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 

EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 

E.C.1. 


WANTED 

Regular  supplies  of  Chanel,  Dior, 
Nina  Ricci,  Carven,  Estee  Lauder, 
Madame  Rochas  &  Yves  Saint 
Laurent.  We  will  pay  R.S.P.  less 
20%,  no  quantity  too  small. 

0254-663532. 


For  Sale 


DRUGS,  TOILETRIES  and  COS- 
METICS Closing  Down  Sale  of  all  stock 
in  Kingston  upon  Thames  Pharmacy. 
Inquiries  and  arrangements  to  view. 
Tel.:  0245  54173  after  6  pm. 


Shopfitting 


FULL  SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  by  the 

experts— E  Plan  Ltd.,  N.P.A.  recom- 
mended. E  Plan  Ltd.,  E  Plan  Estate, 
Newhaven  BN9  0HE,  Sussex.  Tele- 
phone 3323/6.  Telex:  87208. 


Appointments 


AGENTS  or  DISTRIBUTORS 

required  by  Duchess  Uniforms,  cal- 
ling on  Pharmacist,  Drug  com- 
panies, Wholesalers  and  the  Para- 
medical field  throughout  the  U.K. 
Replies  to 

Duchess  Uniforms, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Redhill, 

Surrey  RH1  1RJ 


CHROMIUM,  CRYSTAL  DISPLAY 
COUNTERS,  ISLAND  DISPLAY 
UNITS,  SHOWCASES,  WINDOW  FIT- 
TINGS, COMPLETE  SHELVING  SYS- 
TEMS with  or  without  canopy  lighting. 
Prompt  delivery  direct  from  the  makers. 
See  our  showroom  or  invite  us  to  call 
without  obligation  for  instant  quote. 
THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS,  741-743 
Garratt  Lane.  London  SW17  0DP.  Tel.: 
01-946  2291  (4  lines). 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 
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Classified  Advertisements 


Appointments 


EXPERIENCE  REQUIRED 

in 

TOILETRY  EXPORT  SALES 

The  long-established  Albion  Soap  Company  of  Hampton,  Middlesex, 
offers  an  interesting  position  to  someone  with  experience  in  export 
toiletry  sales. 

The  Company  is  expanding  its  considerable  export  interests  with  its 
established  lines  of  Simple  Soap,  Albion  Skin  Soap,  and  Cidal  Soap,  in 
addition  to  certain  pharmaceutical  lines.  The  appointment  may  be  of 
interest  to  a  recently  retired  executive  living  to  the  west  of  London,  with 
experience  in  this  field,  who  is  prepared  to  exert  considerable  effort  on  a 
part-lime  basis  in  return  for  worthwhile  remuneration. 

Applications  should  be  addressed  to  David  Williams,  Managing 
Director,  The  Albion  Soap  Company  Ltd.,  Station  Road,  Hampton, 
Middlesex. 


CHIEF  PHARMACIST 

ROYAL  HOSPITAL  &  HOME  FOR  SNCURABLES 
PUTNEY  &  BRIGHTON 

The  Board  of  Management  of  this  old  established  voluntary  hospital  caring 
for  265  severely  disabled  patients,  mainly  in  the  younger  disabled  category, 
require  a  full  time  CHIEF  PHARMACIST  to  take  full  charge  of  a  busy 
department  under  the  direction  of  the  sessionally  employed  General  prac- 
titioners now  caring  for  the  patients,  5  day  week,  no  Saturdays. 
Fully  equipped  modern  pharmacy.  A  second  Pharmacist,  Pharmacy 
Technician  and  Clerk  also  employed. 
Recent  experience  of  all  aspects  of  hospital  Pharmacy  and  retail  experience 
is  essential. 

Commencing  salary,  inclusive  of  London  Weighting  £5,000.  Pension 
scheme  interchangeable  with  NHS.  Free  life  assurance. 
Applications  with  CV  and  names  of  two  referees  to  Or.  Maureen  Tudor, 
RHHI,  West  Hill,  Putney  SW1 5  3SW  from  whom  further  particulars  can 
be  obtained. 


Sales  &  Marketing 

North  East,  Consumer  Durables 


Our  client  is  the  successful  UK  consumer  division 
of  an  American  market  leader.  Turnover  is  a 
profitable  £5  million  in  fast  moving  consumer 
durables,  marketed  to  the  chemist  and 
grocery  trade.  The  two  people 


appointed  will  have  executive  authority  for 
their  specific  operations  and  will  be 
expected  to  make  an  immediate  impact 
upon  the  pace  and  nature  of  the  sales 
and  marketing  activity. 


National  Sales  Manager  c.  £8,000+ or 


The  tasks  are  to  review  and  evaluate  UK  sales 
performance,  and  to  stimulate  sales  growth 
through  the  direction,  motivation  and  organisation 
of  a  sales  force  of  1 0,  together  with  the 
refinement  of  selling  methods  and  control. 
Candidates  must  have  divisional,  regional  or 


national  account  sales  management  experience 
with  household  name  consumer  products,  sold  to 
the  chemist  and  grocery  trade.  A  record  of 
positive  sales  achievement  and  substantial 
experience  of  managing  sales  representatives  are 
required.  Ref:  42159/CD. 


Marketing  Manager  c.  £8,000+ car 


The  tasks  are  to  refine  and  develop  the  existing 
function,  and  to  devise,  implement 
and  direct  a  marketing  and  product  planning 
strategy  which  will  facilitate  further  business 
growth.  It  is  essential  that  candidates  can 
demonstrate  substantial  brand  management 

Further  career  development  is  foreseen,  and 
benefits  include  relocation  arrangements 

G.T.  Walker, 


achievement  with  consumer  products  in  a 
medium/large  company  environment.  A  degree 
level  qualification  is  desirable  together  with 
a  knowledge  of  export  and  experience  of 
the  chemist  and  grocery  trade. 
Ref:  42160/CD. 

to  an  appropriate  location  within  travelling 
distance  of  Cleveland. 


Male  or  female  candidates  should  telephone  in  confidence  for  a  Personal  History  Form 

quoting  appropriate  reference  to: 
NEWCASTLE:  0632-27455,  33  Grey  Street,  NE1  6EE. 

Hoggett  Bowers 

Executive  Selection  Consultants 


BIRMINGHAM,  GLASGOW,  LEEDS,  LONDON,  MANCHESTER,  NEWCASTLE  and  SHEFFIELD 
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ritt  of 


Mice 


40p 


Now  available  in 
Large  Domestic  Packs 

National  advertising  is  starting 

ORDER  NOW!!! 

FROM  YOUR  WHOLESALER 

SCRAM  PRODUCTS  LTD. 
LONDON  N.1. 


Mr 


EXPORT 

"IIATA 


/v 


OFFERS  YOU 


comprehensive  information  on  the  complex 
business  of  exporting  to  every  world  market, 
including  countries,  cities,  languages,  currencies, 
banks,  embassies,  commercial  representatives, 
airports,  seaports,  airline  cargo  booking  offices, 
container  and  unit  load  services,  documentation 
and  licensing  details,  import  regulations, 
financing  exports,  trade  marks,  weights,  measures, 
abbreviations,  voltages,  postal  charges, 
money  orders,  cables,  telephones,  climate, 
holidays.  EEC  PREFERENCE  regulations,  ATA, 
BOTB.  CAN.  ECGB.  THE,  VAT  information,  plus 
monthly  up-dating  service. 

700  pages  Z10  x  743  mm  £15.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  1 25  High  Street  ColliersWood 
London  SW1 9  2JN  Tel :  01 -542  8575 


Pulmo  Bailly: 
it  even  tastes  like  its 
doing  some  good. 

Pulmo  Bailly  is  not  like  other  cough 
remedies. 

For  a  start,  its  formulation  is  so 
strong  that  it  needs  to  be  diluted  with 
water. 

It's  a  Part  1  medicine  so  it  can  only 
be  sold  through  chemists  and  cannot 
be  displayed  within  easy  reach  of 
customers. 

Finally,  Pulmo  Bailly  has  a  really 
strong  taste.  Children  won't  take  to  the 
flavour.  For  that  matter,  neither  will 
many  adults. 

Despite  all  these  disadvantages, 
thousands  of  people  take  Pulmo  Bailly 
for  their  cough. 

Perhaps  they  think 
that  anything  that 
tastes  so  bad  must  be 
doing  them  good. 

Pulmo  Bailly  s 
medically-approved 
formula  contains 
Codeine  to  soothe  the 
cough  reflex  from  the 
brain  and  Guaiacol  to 
loosen  phlegm. 

So  stock  and 
recommend  PulmoBailly. 

It's  the  adult  remedy 
for  the  adult  cough. 

PulmoBailly 

The  adult  remedy  for  the  heavy  cough. 

Bengue  &  Co.  Ltd .,  St.  Ives  House.  Maidenhead. 
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Quality  photo  products 

plus  the  new  Tudormatic 
camera  range, 

Tudorcolor  film. 


and  our  reputation  for 
high  quality  developing 
and  printing  prove 
without  a  doubt: 

Tudor  means  business. 


Now,  Tudor  offer  more  than  merely  the  finest,  fastest 
D  &  P  service.  We  offer  all  the  facilities,  all  the  advantages  of 
our  new  Company.  Tudor  Wholesale. 

Tudor's  own  products 

To  start  with,  we're  introducing  a  whole  range  of 
superlative  products  and  accessories.  Everything  from 
Tudormatic  cameras  and  flash  guns  to  frames,  from  cassette 
tapes  to  binoculars.  Everyone  a  quality  item.  Everyone 
available  at  competitive  terms,  allowing  you  big  discounts  on 
really  keen  prices,  orders  large  or  small. 

And  other  peoples 

Tudor  wholesale  also  supply,  of  course,  a  vast  selection 
of  important  leading  brand  products  at  equally  favourable 
prices. 

Tudor  Service 

The  wholesale  service  ties  in  very  neatly  with  the 
existing  Tudor  delivery  service,  of  course.  In  most  cases 
with  a  van  calling  every  24  hours  on  the  D  &  P  side,  delivery 
of  any  product  you  order  can  normally  be  fulfilled  in  less 
than  a  day. 

Tudor  Publicity 

The  major  Tudor  products...  Tudormatic  cameras  and 
Tudorcolor  films,  will  feature  in  a  national  advertising 
campaign  in  major  media.  In  addition,  there  will  be  the 
opportunity  for  your  name  to  be  featured  in  a  series  of  hard 
hitting  press  advertisements. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  full  range  of  the  Tudor 
service,  complete  the  coupon  and  send  it  to  John  Halliwell, 
Marketing  Manager. 


_  EH  Please  send  me  full  informalion  on  Tudor 

|  O  Please  arrange  for  your  representative  to 

|  Name  

I 
I 
I 


Services, 
call. 


CD7 


Position. 


Company. 
Address  


Tudor 

WHOLESALE  LTD. 

93  Nottingham  Road, 
Eastwood,  Notts. 


